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PREFACE. 



The preparation of the following work waa first 
suggested to me in the year 1846. In the early 
part of that year, it was my happiness to be placed 
in the midst of a revival of religion of no ordinary 
interest. Both during the revival and afterwards, 
I was frequently called upon to converse with those 
that were asking The Way to Christ. I then felt, 
as often before, the need of a manual for inquirers, 
different in some important respects from those 
that I had been accustomed to use. Some of these 
possessed great and acknowledged merits; but 
none met, precisely, the want. The preparation 
of the following work was therefore undertaken. 
The general plan was marked out, and a consider- 
able portion of it completed, when a press of public 
duties compelled me to lay it aside. It is only 
recently that I have found leisure to resume and 
finish the work. My object has been to present a 

(111) 



IV PREFACE. 

plain and Scriptural outline of personal religious 
duty. I have labored; therefore, to divest the sub- 
ject of the difficulties with which it is sometimes 
surrounded ; and to prepare a manual for inquirers 
at once brief and comprehensive. It is now sent 
forth with the hope that, under the divine blessing, 
it may prove an assistant to the Pastor in his mo- 
mentous labors, and to the private Christian in his 
efforts to do good. 

G. W. A. 
Letoishurg, Pa.p July, 1861. 
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CHAPTER I. 

t 

AKXIETT POR THE SOUL. 
** What moat I do to be sayedr* Acts xtL 80. 

An important point has been reached, when 
the question of the jailer at Philippi arises in 
the heart, even though it may never have been 
uttered by the lips. Some may perchance read 
these pages, who never have asked this mo- 
mentous question. Anxiety for the soul is too 
often regarded as an unworthy feeling. Very 
many would blush to be suspected of such a 
weakness, as they call it. It may be that my 
reader has been one of this elass. If you 
have ever cherished such a feeling, let me try 
to show you its utter unreasonableness. It 

(5) 
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can be clearly shown, that there is no subject 
in which you ought to feel a deeper concern 
than in that of your eternal welfare. A con- 
cern for your eternal welfare is what I mean 
by anxiety for the soul. Your soul is that 
which can alone be properly called yourself. 
It is that internal something which fears 
and hopes, which hates and loves, which 
thinks and wills. It is that which raises you 
above the beast, and makes you man. Does it 
need argument to prove that you ought to be 
more anxious for its welfare than for the wel- 
fare of your body? Yet you are never 
ashamed of the anxiety you feel when you are 
attacked by disease. You ask at once for 
advice from your physician, and follow it until 
your health is restored. Yet with all your care 
you cannot render your body immortal. It 
must die, worn out by old age, if not destroyed 
more quickly by disease that no skill can cure, 
or by violence coming upon you unawares. 

But your soul is immortal. It may drop 
the body; yet you yourself will still exist. 
You will think, and feel, and will ; you will 
enjoy and suffer for ever. Now lay down this 
book for a few moments and think of eternal 
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existence; of your own immortality. Is it 
not a reasonable thing to ask whether that 
soul, which is destined to such an unending ca- 
reer, is to be forever happy or wretched? Is 
it not utterly unreasonable to feel no anxiety 
on a subject which relates to such momentous 
interests ? If you allow yourself to think for 
one half hour, you will be compelled to con* 
fess to yourself that anxiety for tho soul is a 
reasonable anxiety. 

There are very few who do not, at some 
period, feel this anxiety. You have not al- 
ways been free from concern for the future. 
Your spirit has very large capacities for en* 
joyment and suffering, and tery large desires. 
You have found that all you possessed, or 
could hope to possess of the things of this 
world, could not satisfy it. It has still asked 
for something higher and more enduring. 
There are very many things around us adapted 
to awaken thoughts of a future world, and de- 
sires for something better than we at present 
possess. Serious thoughts may spring up 
when least we expect theih. You have found 
it so. Did you never look up to the heavens 

when the stars were shining brightly in the 

a2 
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evening sky, and think how little after all is 
the world on which yon dwell ? Did you never 
listen to an old man recounting the history of 
his early years, and think how short at longest 
is our mortal life ? Did you neven^see a friend, 
or a relative die, and, as the last words fal- 
tered on his lips, as the breath grew fainter 
and fainter, until all, at last, was hushed in 
awful silence, — ^feel that it is a very solemn 
thing to die ? Did you never in the hours of 
sickness, or in the pauses that will occur in 
even the most busy life, find thoughts of God^ 
of Death, of Eternity, come crowding into 
your mind ? 

You know that these or some other causes 
have led you at times to think serious thoughts. 
You have wished to be assured, that when 
your life was spent, when the call to leave this 
world came, it would be well with your souL 
Those thoughts were reasonable, and ought to 
have led you, not only to wish for that assur- 
ance of future happiness, but also to strive to 
secure it. 

If to-day you feel a renewal of your 
anxiety, you have come to an important point 
in your history. Do not let your concern be 
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banished. Gherisli it, until it leads you to the 
only true source of peace. 

Those 'who begin to be anxious for their soul 
are not all affected in the same manner. 
There are two classes whose feelings and temp- 
tations differ. And the advice they need must 
in some degree be different. 

1. There are some whose anxiety is so op- 
pressive, that they striye to banish all thoughts 
of religion from their minds, and thus free 
themselves from their distress. Is it thus with 
you? Do not allow your anxiety to deprive 
you of the due exercise of your judgment. 
Your anxiety is exceedingly painful. But 
there is need for it. You ought to be anxious 
until the question is settled, and you know 
what your eternal destiny will be. You ap- 
prehend danger; and that danger will not be 
lessened by shutting your eyes to it. Sailors 
sometimes, in a terrible storm, when their lives 
are in fearful peril, will rush to the spirit- 
room and drink to intoxication, in order to 
forget their danger. Sut you feel that such 
conduct shows their cowardice as well as theit 
folly ; that their anxiety and dread of impend- 
ing shipwreck ought to cause them to strain 
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every nerre to save the ship and tlieir owit 
lives. Should ship and lives all in conse-* 
quence be lost, you would condemn their con- 
duct, while you grieved for the awful catas-» 
trophe. Do not then act a similar part. 
Look the danger which threatens you in the 
face, and seek for deliverance. Forgetting 
it, cannot help you. While the sailors drank, 
their shattered vessel was still tossing at the 
mercy of the winds and the waves. They, 
by stupefying themselves, had only lost sight 
of ' their actual condition. Their fear was 
gone, but their danger remained. 

Bemember how unwise it is to banish your 
anxiety by forgetting the trutL It is rather 
the part of a wise man to know the truth, and 
to be guided by it. The truth is your friend. 
It presents your danger, and awakens your 
anxiety; but it also points out to you the 
imeians of safety and peace. 

2. There are some who think that their 
anxiety is so small, that it would be better to 
wait until it increases, before they seriously 
turn their thoughts to the subject of religion. 
The anxiety of the same person will vary at 
different times. You perhaps feel less con- 
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eem now than iiji former days. You may in 
consequence suppose that you do not feel 
enough, and be inclined to put off any fur- 
ther thought until you feel more deeply. Let 
me beg of you to close your ears to any 
temptation of this kind. You are inexcusable 
if you refuse to turn your attention to the 
great question of your eternal welfare, on 
the plea that you do not feel a specified de- 
gree of anxiety. The very smallest degree 
of concern . is a call to think on the things 
that pertain to your highest interests. Do 
you want to feel more anxiety? Then ex- 
amine fully the situation in which you stand. 
Do not turn away your thoughts and forget 
that you have cause to be anxious. Very 
many of those who have been led onward 
step by step to the enjoyment of a settled 
peace in belieying in Christ, have at first 
felt no more than you now feel. But 
they continued to think on their condition. 
The more they thought, the more they felt 
their danger and their need of help. They 
were constrained, by their increasing sense 
of danger, to seek for a Saviour. They 
found that Christ was the Saviour they 
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needed. They fled to HiiQi and found in 
Him a relief from their fears. 

To whichever of the two daases I have 
mentioned you belongs let me say to you that 
your anxiety is designed to lead you to 
Christ. This is the only way to obtain relief. 
You will still teas to and fro in fear and anx- 
iety, until faith in Christ becomes an anchor 
to your soul. J)oubt cannot give you rest. 
You may doubt every thing ; . but doubt is not 
certainty. After all your doubts, that which 
most you dread may prove to be true. You 
may doubt the esdstence of Crod; but your 
doubt does not banish Him from the universe* 
You may doubt whether judgment awaits you; 
whether merited punishment will overtake 
you ; but your doubt will not alt^r the laws 
of God*s government, or free you from ac» 
countability to Him. You cannot ifxi peace 
in doubts ; you must seek it in certainty. 

On what certainty, then, qan you rest ? 
The truths of the Bible are the only religious 
truths of which you can be certain. On 
these faith can rest. By faith I do not mean 
a blind trust opposed to reason, or indepen- 
dent of it. Faith is only the proper exercise 
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of your reasoning powers. Belief rests on 
evidence. That which we beKeve is that of 
whose truth we have evidence. This to ns is 
certainty. 

Now there is evidence of the existence of 
God. There is proof that He is the Oovemor 
of the universe. There is sufficient ground 
for believing that "He hath appointed a day 
in the which He will judge the world in right- 
eousness by that man whom he hath ordained^ 
whereof He hath given assurance to all men, 
in that He hath raised Him from the dead.'** 
All these things we can know as certainly as 
we can know any thing. We can rest on them 
as confidently as on any thing. 

And to crown all, the Bible conducts us to 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus and Him cru- 
cified, " in whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins according 
io the riches of His grace."t That faith 
which believes, on the ample evidence laid 
before us, the existence of God and his pur- 
poses of mercy in Christ Jesus, can give 

• Acts xni. 81. f Eph. i. 7. 
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peace to the soul, and banish its anxiety. 
And notMng else can. 

Cherish then your anxiety, irhatever its 
degree. Let it lead you to examination. In 
the following chapters the course you should 
take will be briefly pointed out to you. I do 
not wish you to cherish your anxiety for the 
purpose of being unhappy. Far from it. 
Cherish it, however, until it leads you on 
through those successiye steps which conduct 
you to Christ. He has promised to his disciples 
peace. Among his latest words to them, we 
find the gracious promise, ^^ Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you. Not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.'*'*' When you find peace in him, then 
your anxiety will vanish as the shades of ^ 
night before the rising sun. 

• John xiy. 27. 
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CHAPTER II, 

BBLIEF OF THE SCBIFTITBES. 

* 

« And that from a child thou hast known the Holj 
BoriptnreSi which are able to make thee wise unto salya- 
tion through faith which is in Christ Jesus." 

2 Timothy iii. 16. 

. The Scriptures are the only tme guide to 
salvation. The question of the anxious sin- 
ner : What must I do to be saved ? is one to 
which God alone could furnish an answer. 
In the Scriptures that answer is given. They 
were sent to men because salvation is possi-^ 
ble ; and their great object is to show how 
we may secure it. They are able to make us 
wise unto salvation. That is, they teach you 
how God can be just, and yet justify the un- 
godly ; and how you may obtain the blessings 
of pardon, justification, and eternal life. The 
Bible makes known- the character and offices 
of Christ, the Saviour. It points the way to 

Him, and tells what it is to walk in Him. 

B 
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At the very commencement of your inqui- 
ries, let this view of the Scriptures be very 
fully settled in your mind. Bemember that 
they are the only source of the knowledge 
that you seek. You can add nothing to the 
teachings of God on this subject. I know 
that very many persons, in entering upon 
such inquiries, are disposed to expect more 
from other sources than from the Bible. 
They look elsewhere for information and di- 
rection, and overlook that one book which 
contains what they need, and all they need. 
The preaching of the Gospel, the advice of 
Christian friends, the reading of religious 
books, may be very useful. But they are 
useful only as they bring out and enforce, 
what the Bible says. If they lead you away 
from that — ^nay, if they do not constantly 
lead you to that — ^they fail in the most essen- 
tial point. 

It is desirable, in the very beginning of 
this inquiry, to feel that your dependence is 
on God, and not on man. I shall, therefore, 
on each point bring before you what his word 
teaches. Do not look in these pages for any 
thing new; for any truths other than those 
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irbiok Christ and His Apostles taught. I shall 
consider myself happy^if I can secure your at- 
tention to what they have uttered* If I wish 
you to come to Christ, and to walk in Him, 
it is because the Bible makes it dear that it 
is your duty and your interest to do so. You 
will see at once that if the Scriptures are 
able to make you wise unto salvation, yoa 
must understand their truths, and yield your- 
self to their instructions, in order to secure 
this end. In other words, your duty is te 
believe all that they teach, and to do all that 
they command. 

I take it for granted that you acknowledge 
the authority of the Scriptures as the word 
of God, and shall press you closely with all 
the consequences of that acknowledgment. 
If, however, you are not satisfied on this 
point, let me beg of you to seek satifaction 
as speedily as possible. It is not the design 
of this little volume to enter into a discussion 
of the evidences of Christianity. So many 
able works on this subject already exist, that 

it is not necessary to do more than to refer 
you to them for instruction on this points 

Let me, however, entreat you to be honest 
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with yourself. Do not let your doubts on 
any subject be made an excuse for refusing to 
do what you know to be your duty. Do not 
start because I ask you to be honest with 
yourself. Learn what I mean by honestyi 
and consider its importance. I mean by this 
honesty, an unwillingness to deceive yourself; 
an unwillingness to allow a deceitful heart to 
keep you from the path of duty. Some per- 
sons, when addressed on the importance of 
attending to religion, invariably seek to ex- 
cuse themselves by expressing their doubts of 
the truth of the Bible, or by presenting some 
difficulty in it which they have not been able 
to explain. Yet they never make any effort 
to learn, by thorough examination, whether 
the Bible is the word of God or not ; and 
eeein to think, that because they cannot ex- 
plain some deep doctrine which it teaches, 
they may without blame neglect the duties 
which it plainly commands. Such persons do 
not deal honestly with themselves. If you 
are honest, you will do your duty, so far aa 
you see it, without delay or equivocation. 
Now examine your own heart, and see whether 
this honesty is yours. If you are not ready 
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to perform your duty as far as you know it, 

you are not honest. If yoa doubt whether 

the Bible be the word of Ood, and do not 

candidly and quickly examine the evidences 

of its divine ori^n, yon are not honest. 

What can be done with a man who always 

doubts, but will never examine, and, in this 

state of mind, refuses to believe every truth 

and to perform every duty? His want of 

honesty makes every effort to benefit him, 

unavailing. He is deceiving himself. He is 

his own worst enemy, and will find it so one 

day to his sorrow. I admit that dishonesty 

xnay for a time seem to be advantageous. It 

only seems so, for in the long run it is strictly 

true, that " Honesty is the best policy." 

Even though you may not be fully prepared 

to admit that the Scriptures are the word of 

God, there are two things to which I ^h to di- 

rect your attention. You know that hundreds 

and thousands, under the influence of the truths 

which they teach, have turned from ways of 

evil, and walked in newness of life. You 

know that they have lived well and have died 

happy, because they believed what the Bible 

teaches, and did what it commands. It is ver; 

b2 
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probable some of your friends or relatives 
have thus borne testimony to the power of 
those truths to make men better and happier. 
This ought not to be overlooked when asking 
whether the Bible be from Ood. Again, yott 
have perhaps yourself, at some time in your 
life, been affected by what we call the truths 
of the Bible. Kow ask yourself what influ* 
ence they had upon you. Did they not tend 
to keep you back from every thing that was 
low, sensual, base, and unworthy of you ; 
and to impel you to a course of conduct such 
as best becomes a rational being ? You know 
that they always hindered your entrance on 
the worse, and always pointed you to the bet- 
ter path. This then you ought to take into 
the account. Candor and honesty demand that 
you should admit both of these considerations 
as proof that the Bible is what it professes 
to be — a guide to salvation from sin. 

But I take it for granted that you are satis* 
fied on this point; that you have so far ex- 
amined as to concede readily that the Bible is 
the word of God. Let me beseech you, then, 
not to shrink from any thing to which such a 
belief would lead you. Do not confess this 
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in words, while you deny it in act. Do not 
draw back, if step by step, as we advance, 
you are called on to believe fully what God 
Bays, and to do promptly what God requires. 
It is necessary to adopt such a course with 
you. You will perhaps find that many truths 
which God has taught, you do not believe, and 
many duties which he has enjoined, you do not 
perform. Unbelief — ^unbelief of God, is the 
great sin of man. The two great classes into 
which all men are divided, may be said to be 
those who believe, and those who do not be- 
lieve God. While Adam believed God he was 
happy; when he began to disbelieve he began 
to sin and to sufier. While men now disbe- 
lieve God, they continue to sin ; when they be- 
gin to believe Him, they begin to return from 
their wanderings. 

God has dealt very kindly in giving a reve- 
lation, and very plainly in stating therein the 
great truths which a sinner must believe in or- 
der to be saved. But many go on through 
life constantly doubting or denying the truth 
of what God has spoken. You are ready to 
say that you have been taught from your 
youth up to believe the Bible. This may all be 
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very true ; yet you may have been constantly 
doubting, disbelieving, or denying some of the 
plainest truths which it contains. If, however, 
you are now prepared to give to each, as it is pre- 
sented, a prompt and full belief, there is hope 
in your case* Those who finally perish will be 
lost because they did not believe the truths of 
the Bible, which were designed to lead them 
to salvation. The Apostle says : ^^ But if our 
gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost : 
In whom the god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them that believe noty lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them." 
2 Cor. iv. 8, 4. 
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CHAPTER III. 

COHVICTIOH OP BIN. 

'* I acknowledge my tranBgressions and my sin is eyer 
before me." Ps. li. 8. 

Much obscurity is sometimes thrown around 
the subject of conviction of sin. Some ima* 
gine that it consists in a mysterious horror of 
mind; and so long as their actual feelings do 
not resemble this, they suppose that they are 
not convinced of sin. Yery many think that 
until this great distress of mind is felt, they 
can make no progress in the course that leads 
to Christ and to peace. They have the whole 
process of conversion marked out in their own 
mind, and suppose that it is necessary to pass^ 
through it step by step, just as they have pic- 
tured it to themselves. 

J£ you have had any such idea, it would 
be well to banish it at once. It is exceedingly 
improbable that you will be led to Christ in 
the precise way that you have supposed. Your 
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idea of the mode of conyersion has doubtless 
been formed from the case of some person 
with whose religions history you have become 
acquainted. But there are very few persons 
whose characters are alike. And differences 
of character will cause differences in religious 
experience. There is a general resemblance 
in all cases of genuine conversion. But the 
differences in minor particulars are very great. 
Probably no two persons can be found whose re- 
ligious history has been the very same. If, then, 
you are ever led to Christ, it is very improb- 
able, that the path will be just what you 
imagined. Look to the plain and simple 
teachings of the Bible. Believe what it says, 
and be guided by it. 

In conversing with those who are beginning 
to feel anxiety for the soul, we sometimes find 
one who is constantly looking for conviction 
of sin. He may feel much anxiety ; yet this 
is not all that he would have. This is not 
conviction of sin. He is expecting that some- 
thing will one day force this conviction upon 
him. Then he will begin to look in earnest 
for the way to Christ. Again, we meet with 
another who is troubled when he thinks of 
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God, jet does not know that he has ever 
done anything that is so very wicked. He 
does not think that he is any worse than 
his neighbors; nor can he believe that it 
would be just for God to deal very severely 
with him for the very little wrong that he has 
ever committed. 

It would seem at first sight as though 
these two persons differed very essentially, and 
that they must need very different advice. 
3uty however different they may be in some 
respects, they are alike in one essential parti- 
cular. They are either ignorant of what God 
has taught in the Bible concerning sin, or they 
do not believe it fully. Are you like either 
of these persons ? Then I must begin at once 
to test your belief of the Scriptures. You, 
doubtless, know what the Bible says of the 
nature of sin, and of your own sinfulness. 
Look at some of the statements of the Bible 
on this subject. What is sin? "Whosoever 
committeth sin transgresseth also the law; 
for sin is the transgression of the law.'"*' And 
this "law is holy; and the commandment 

* 1 Jolm lii. 4. 
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holy, and jnst, and good."* This sin is com- 
mitted against Crod, for it is his law. Hence 
the Psaknist said when looking at his trans- 
gression: ^^ Against Thee^ Thee only, have I 
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight, "f 
Mark also the description given of those who 
sin: ^^ He that committeth sin is of the devil; 
for the devil sinneth from the beginning. "| 
And you hath he quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins ; Wherein in lames past, ye 
walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that nowworketh in the children 
of disobedience."§ But are you a sinner ? "AH 
have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.'^ll "If we say we have not sinned, we 
;D:iake Him a liar and His word is not in 

I might bring together a very long list of 
passages showing the nature, the evil, and the 
just deserts of sin. But for my present pur- 
pose these few will suffice. They present the 
testimony of God on this subject. But you 
do not believe it. You have, doubtless, a 

♦ Rom, vii. 12. f ^^' ^- ^' 1 1 •'^^hn iii. 8. 

{ £ph.u. 1, 2. II Bom. iii. 28. f 1 John i. 10. 
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vague idea that what is said of the sinfulneis 
of men is verjapplioable toothers; while yoa 
have no clear, steadfast belief that it is true 
of yourself. You are, perhaps, looking for 
conviction of sin^ It may be that you are 
praying for it. But can yoa believe these 
statements of tile Bible, and still be uncon- 
vinced ? I will not ask you how much you feel 
at the present time. But do you not know that 
you have unned i^ainst God, and that it is 
to exceedingly evil thing to have done so ? If 
you are prepared to admit this, you are con* 
tinced of sin, and should at once begin ta 
seek for deliverance from sin, and from the 
punishment due to it. Or it may be that yoa 
do not think that you have ever done any 
thing so very bad« You are not, indeed, pre- 
pared to plead entire innocence; but your sins 
have been so few, and of such a character, that 
you think you have no reason for very great 
anxiety. Have you read what the Bible says ? 
And do you believe it ? You may think of 
your sins as ^^ little sins." But does the Bible 
regard any sin as a small one? No, you do 
not believe the Bible. If you did, you would 

feel that you have done a very great evil in 

C 
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doing what the God of heaven and earth has^ 
forbidden you to do. You would see very suf- 
ficient cause for shame and for anxiety. What- 
ever may be your position, go, study the 
Scriptures, until you see the true nature and 
the real evil of sin. Believe what you find 
recorded in them. A full belief of what God 
has there taught in regard to your character 
and conduct, is conviction of sin. 

But you may be ready to admit that you 
are a sinner. You believe what the Bible 
says, so far that you are now convinced of 
sin. Yet another difSculty arises. You do 
not feel as you ought in view of your sins. 
I am rejoiced that you are willing to lend a 
listening ear to the testimony of God. I 
know that the difficulty now in your way, is 
by no means uncommon. Very many have 
made precisely the same complaint. Do not 
suffer yourself to be discouraged by it. . Let 
us rather seek for its cause, and for the means 
of removing it. We shall find that it origi- 
nates in the imperfection of your faith, and 
that here you must apply the remedy. 

A person's feelings in regard to his sins may 
vary very much at different times. So it was 
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witlL Judas. He must hare felt, when going 
to the High Priest to betray his Master, that 
the act was sinful. And when he had seen 
his Lord led away from the Garden of Geth«> 
semane, he knew that he had done wrong. 
That is, he was convinced of sin. But he did 
not feel it as he did afterwards, when he camo 
to his employers, saying, '^ I have sinned in 
that I haye betrayed the innocent blood.''^ 
So intense was then his conviction of sin-HSO 
loud the reproaches of his conscience, that he 
threw down the hated reward of his treach- 
ery, and went out and hanged himself. What 
was the cause of this diiference of feeling ? 
In going to the Priests at first, he was 
thinking mainly about the reward to be se« 
cured ; while the nature of the act was ban* 
ished as far as possible from his thoughts* 
But when he saw his Master condemned to 
death, his thoughts took a different direction. 
His mind then could not help dwelling on the 
real nature of his act ; and so base and sinful 
did it appear, and so valueless the once co- 
veted silver ; that he threw it down before 
■■■■■■■■ I .11 I ■ - ■ ^ 

* Matt zxTii. 4. 
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his employers, and rushed out to self-de-- 
Btruction. 

From this example, you may learn a lesson 
that will be applicable to your present diffi- 
culty. You may look at a sinful act in two 
lights. You may look, on the one hand, at 
the presumed advantage of the act; or, 
on the other, at its real character. I do 
not mean that either of these can be fully 
banished from the mind. But the attention 
may be turned, now mainly to the one, and 
now to the othen You have found it so. In 
the hour of temptation, you know how clearly 
you saw the supposed advantages of the act, 
and how difficult it was to turn your mind 
fully to its true character. When temptation 
has been successful, you know that you would 
not allow your mind to consider fully the 
question whether the action was right or 
wrong, or to look at it steadfastly as wrong. 
And when you have successfully resisted 
temptation, you know that you kept clearly 
in mind that it was wrong to yield. In the 
one case, you looked, as Jadas did, mainly at 
the reward; in the other, your attention wag 
steadfastly turned to the nature of the action. 
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If, then, you wish to feel more deeply on- 

account of your sin, you must begin to ex« 

amine carefully the character of your actions. 

But the law of God does not confine itself to 

actions alone. It requires that all your 

thoughts and feelings be right. You must, 

therefore, examine these also. In order to 

avoid the confusion that arises from looking 

at your thoughts, and feelings, and actions, 

in the mass, and to make the impression on 

your mind more distinct, it will be well to 

look first at some particular sin. Your 

memory will suggest, some one. Keep that 

one before you until you gain a clear idea of 

its evil as a sin against God. Let the Bible 

shed its light on its real character. Confine 

your attention to the thought that it is a vio- 

lation of the law of God. You ought thus 

to have thought of it, when your conscience 

was telling you that it was wrong. . Even had 

you only suspected that it might possibly be 

wrong, you ought to have paused. But you 

did not only suspect ; you knew that it was 

wrong. You ought to have looked at its cha* 

racter until you almost abhorred the thought 

of committing it. You should have kept 

c2 
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;f our thoughts turned npon its sinfulness until 
you felt compelled to say : " How can I do 
this great wickedness, and sin against God ?" 
But you tried to forget how wrong it was. 
You kept your attention fixed upon the advan* 
tage it would secure to you, and went forward 
to its commission. Thus you stifled the voice 
of conscience, and sinned against God. And 
for that sin you must one day he hrought 
into judgment, " For God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil."* 

Remember, too, that it was not only once, 
or twice, or thrice, that you thus sinned. Re- 
view your whole Kfe, and number, if you can, 
how many times you have broken the law of 
God. Add to this the thought, that you have 
been thus disobedient while God has con- 
tinued to bless you ; while the invitations of 
the Saviour have been calling you to the path 
of holiness. God has had, during your whole 
life, a just dnd reasonable claim on you for 
your service and your love. You cannot 
think over the comforts and privileges which 

* Ecd. xii. 14. 
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you have enjoyed, without feeling that the 
claim of God is a very reasonable one. Yet, 
for days, and months, and years, what ser- 
vice have you rendered to Him — ^what love 

have you cherished towards Him ? Do you 
not feel that your course has been marked 
with continued and inexcusable ingratitude? 
Are you not satisfied, that when the Bible 
says, ^^ All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God," — ^you are justly included in 
that number? If you feel thus, this is a con-) 
viction of sin. Cherish this conviction. Let 
your thoughts dwell on the exceeding sinful- 
ness of your sin until you are ready to say 
with the Patriarch, "I abhor myself, and re- 
pent in dust and ashes.""^ 

♦ Job xlii. 6. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

REPENTANCE TOWARD GOD. 
<< Repent ye, therefare, and be converted. " — ^Acvd iiL 19. 

If you have nOw begun to feel convietion 
of sIb, the duty which the Apostle Peter 
pressed on the Jews at Jerusalem, becomesr 
binding upon you. You are now called uponr 
to repent. This is not a mere arbitrary de- 
mand that is made upon you. It is necessarjr 
from the very nature of things. God does 
not require it as an atonement for your sins. 
Your repentance can never in any degree re- 
pair the evil that you have done. There is 
nothing of the nature of satisfaction for sin 
in the deepest sorrow that you can possibly 
feel on account of it, nor in the most thorough 
turning from it. 

Why, then, are you called upon to repent ? 
Because without repentance you are not in a 
fit state of mind to receive blessings from 
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God* I mean those spiritual blessings^ which 
He is ready to bestow. It is trae that God 
might give you for a residence a mansion in 
some bright world ; that he might furnish it 
with all that you could desire to make your 
days pass away in bodily ease. All this He 
might do without your repentance. But 
these are only minor blessings. They could 
not make you happy. This would fall far 
.short of what He has promised to those who 
come to Christ. To them he promises BJOr- 

VATION. 

Do you feel that such a mansion of beauty 
as I have supposed, is desirable ? Do you 
think that you would be satisfied, if you 
«could only possess such a residence forever? 
.Could you be content with a mere deliverance 
.from bodily pain and want? If you oouldy 
you have not yet believed what the Bible 
teaches concerning sin. I wish you to weigh 
well what I say. If any mere change in 
jour outward circumstances, without a tho- 
rough change wrought upon your spirit, woul4 
.satisfy you, then you are not yet oonvincefl 
of sin. Of course, you do not yet seek, nor 
really desire, to be saved from sin. That 
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which you are anxious to secure, is not the 
salvation which the Gospel promises through 
Christ : '^ He saves His people from their 
sins/'* In this case, I must ask you to go 
back and read again what I have said on con- 
viction of sin. 

If, however, you really desire to be saved 
from sin, you will not be surprised when I 
say, that you are not, and cannot be prepared 
to enjoy this blessing without repentance. 
Some persons seem to suppose that repent- 
ance will be wrought in them without any 
exercise of their own minds. And of all ex- 
pectations, this is one of the most strange 
and unreasonable. Bepentance is the act of 
their own minds, and where their minds do 
not act, there can be no repentance. Bepent- 
ance implies sorrow for sin, shame for ita 
commission, and a resolution to turn from it. 
The sorrow arises from a sense of the pro- 
priety of obeying God, and of the evil of 
disobeying him ; the shame from a conviction 
that we ought not to have committed sin; 
that it was wilful wickedness in us to trans- 

• 

* Matt. i. 21. 
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gress the law of God. When these feelings 
have possessed the mind, it will not be possi- 
ble to refrain from a resolution to do no more 
what has caused ns so much shame and 
grief. 

Now you see the necessity for such a state 
of heart. It is not possible to be saved from 
sin, unless you sorrow for those akeady comr 
mitted; unless you feel ashamed of them; 
and are resolved to turn from them in future. 
You may readily see how vain is the expecta» 
tion of those who wait for God to give them 
repentance, just as He has given them life^ 
and the various members of their natxural 
body, without any care on their part, or any 
exercise of their own mind. As well might 
you hope to teach a blind man, or one who 
resolutely keeps his eyes closed, to read the 
pages of this book. The one cannot see the 
letters, and the other can never learn, until 
he opens his eyes, and looks upon the charac- 
ters. So you must open your eyes and look 
upon your sins, if you are ever to r^ent. 

But you may say, I want to repent, yet 
cannot. This is a very common complaint, 
and is uttered with very different feelings by 
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different persons. Some utter it with the 
feeling that their professed inability to repent 
is a valid excuse. They do not really feel 
any shame for sin, any sorrow for it, or any 
hearty wish to turn from it. Are you one of 
this class ? Then let me ask you a few ques- 
tions, in order to assist you in ascertaining 
your real character and position. You say 
you want to repent ; but what do you mean 
by repentance ? Do you want to feel ashamed 
of the sins that you have committed ; to feel 
sorrow that you have thus refused to do the 
will of a God of such goodness, and wisdom, 
and love ; to feel a willingness to bow before 
Him, and ask Hun what He would have you 
to do ? Is this what you mean when you say 
you wish to repent, but cannot ? Let me ask 
you whether you really believe that you have 
sinned ; that you ought not to have done so ; 
that God is worthy of all your love and all 
your service ? Do you, in short, believe what 
the Bible says of the wickedness and evil of 
sin ; and yet feel no shame, no sorrow, no 
wiUingness to turn from sin ? This is impos- 
sible. Your real difficulty is your unbelief, or 
your ignorance of what the Bible teaches on 
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this subject. Jnst imagine a man going to a 
kind friend whom he has grievously offended, 
and saying: ^^I believe that I have wronged 
you ; that I ought not to have done so ; that 
you are worthy of that kind and friendly 
treatment which the warmest love could 
prompt. Yet I cannot feel ashamed of my- 
self; I cannot feel sorry for what I have 
done; I cannot resolve to [do so no more.'' 
Would not his friend look upon this as base 
hypocrisy, and regard him as adding insult to 
injury? And are you not doing the very 
same thing to God? Ah, your difficulty is 
that you do not believe yourself to be such a 
sinner as God says you are ; nor that sin is 
such as He represents it to be. This is no 
excuse for you. You ought to believe what 
God says of your sin. Every moment's con- 
tinuance in unbelief is an aggravation of your 
guilt. I must refer you to what I have said 
in the preceding chapter. Go back and pon- 
der it well, until you feel that full conviction 
of sin which it becomes you to exercise. 

There is, however, another class of persons, 
to which I would fain hope that you belong. 

They, too, complain that they cannot repent. 

D 
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Yet they do not by any means urge their in« 
ability as an excuse. They feel that they are 
inexcusable. It is themselves they accuse and 
condemn. They see that Ood is all justice, 
and goodness, and love ; and they are ashamed 
and overwhelmed, at the thought of their 
many offences against Him. Here is the very 
point of their difficulty. They have such a 
sense of the worthiness of God to be loved 
and obeyed, such a conviction of the gtdlt of 
sinning against Him, that they feel as though 
they cannot sorrow sufficiently over their sin, 
or turn from it with a sufficiently deep ab- 
horrence. What they really mean, when 
they say they cannot repent, is that they can* 
not sufficiently exalt God and humble them- 
selves: that they cannot enough admire His 
goodness and love ; nor weep enough over their 
base ingratitude in sinning so much and so 
often against Him. This is as it should be. 
This is something of what Job felt when he 
said : ^^ I have heard of Thee by the hearing of 
the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee, where- 
fore I abhor myself." But he did not think 
that this was not repentance, for he imme- 
diately adds, ^^ And repent in dust and ashes.'' 
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This deep self-abasement ; this abhorrence of 
your own self because of your sins ; and the 
desire to be freed from sin because it is sinful; 
this I say is repentance. The more you know 
of the goodness and glory of God, and of his 
amazing love in Jesus Christ, the more deep 
and thorough your repentance toward God will 
become. 
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CHAPTER V. 



FAITH IN CHRIST. 

<* Belieye on the Lord JesuB Chxist and thou shalt bo 
Bayed." Acts zyL 81. 

Having now exercised repentance toward 
God, it becomes your duty to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is possible that in com* 
mon with many others, you have considered 
faith in Christ as a very mysterious subject. 
Many say that they want to exercise faith in 
Him, but do not know how it is to be done, I 
am aware that obscurity has been thrown 
around this subject by attempts to make it 
plain. Indeed, from the many efforts to make 
it plain, some naturally draw the inference 
that it is very obscure. My effort will merely 
be to throw off the load of explanations, which 
have prevented some from seeing the plain 
and simple truth. This will be most readily 
done by substituting for the expressions, 
" faith/* and " to exercise faith," the words 
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"belief," and "believe." Every one knows 
what "belief" and "believe" mean in com* 
men life ; and they mean nothing else when 
they come to be nsed in the phrases, " Belief 
in Christ," and " Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ." I say that I shall attempt to give no 
explanation of the term faith, except to substi* 
tute for it the word belief. No other is needed, 
for " faith " means " belief;" and every man, 
woman, and child, knows what belief is. 

But you are anxious to know what you are 
to do, when you are told to believe on Christ. 
You are to believe what God says concerning 
His Son. Again we come back to our start* 
ifig point, the absolute necessity of being pre* 
pared to believe all that the Bible teaches, and 
to obey all its commands. Now what does God 
teach concerning His Son? Let the Bible 
answer. " And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son." * This is the sum of the gospeh 
This is the sum of all revelation. It tells of 
our fallen condition ; of the grace and mercy 
of God ; and of the mode in which that grace 

* 1 John T. 11. 

d2 
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and mercj are manifested. I say this contains 
a brief smnmar j of the gospel, and of all re- 
velation ; for all revelation bears direct refer- 
ence to the cross of Christ, the central point 
of the truths of the gospel. 

The same truths are set forth in sundry 
places in the New Tests^ent in various terms. 
They all, however, speak of the love of God, 
and of Jesus Christ as the means by which 
that love flows down to sinful men. ^^For 
Grod so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Hint 
should not perish but have everlasting life."* 
^^ But now the righteousness of God without 
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the 
law and the prophets, even the righteousness 
of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, 
unto all and upon all them that believe : for 
there is no difference ; for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God ; being justi- 
fied freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus ; whom God hath 
Set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
His blood, to declare His righteousness for the 

« John iii. 16. 
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remission, of sins that are past through the for- 
bearance of God; to declare, I saj, at this 
time, his righteousness ; that he might be just 
and the Justifier of him that believeth in Je« 
sus/'* '' The blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth ns from all sin." f 

Now this is the record which God has given 
of his Son. You are asked to believe it. I 
know that the situation of a sinner convinced 
of his sin, condemned by the law of God, self- 
condemned and overwhelmed with shame and 
penitential sorrow, is a very painful one. It 
is a belief of God's testimony that has led you 
thus far, and that has awakened all these 
painful feelings within your breast. But the 
testimony of God does not stop with a descrip- 
tion of your sin and danger; and do not let 
your belief of His testimony stop at this point. 
Believe all that he says. You have believed 
what he says of your sin and your deserts; 
believe now what He says of this remedy for 
sin, and of His own mercy and grace in Christ 
Jesus. Have you believed that what be says 
of sin applies to you, because you are a sin- 

•Bom. iii, 28,26. f ^ •^o^ ^ 7- 
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ner ? Believe, also, for the same reason, that 
what he says of the remedy for sin is appli- 
cable to you. Do you believe that the penalty 
of God's law belongs to you, because you have 
broken that law? Believe, also, that the promises 
of salvation in the gospel belong to you, be* 
cause you need its pardon and its grace. Yes, 
the gospel, in all its fulness of grace and 
mercy, is for just such as you; "for the Sou 
of Man is come to save that which was lost.''^ 
You are a sinner. You feel this, and mourn 
over it. But the Bible says — " If any man 
sin we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world.*'t 

These words are so plain and so clear, that 
language could not make the meaning more 
evident. And now has God spoken the truth 
when He gives such testimony, or has He not ? 
Have you such confidence in God, as a God of 
truth, as to believe this ? But you may ask : 
Am I to believe that God can be just, and yet 
justify one so ungodly as I have been ? When 

* Matt, zyiii. 11. j- 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
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it is said : ^* If any man sin we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righte- 
ous," — am I to believe that Jesus Christ will 
advocate my cause? Yes, you are to be- 
lieve all this. You are to believe that Ood is 
willing to save even you ; that the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son can cleanse away even 
your sins. But you may still draw back and 
say : '^ I cannot believe all this.'' Cannot be- 
lieve it ! Who gave you the right to doubt ? 
Who gave you the right to despair ? No 
man, however much he has sinned, who feels 
Borrow for sin, and wishes to be pardoned, has 
any right to despair of the mercy of God, or 
to doubt for a moment the willingness of 
Christ to undertake and to plead his cause. 
You are not yet willing to give up all your 
sins, if you are not prepared to banish your 
unbelief — and to believe what God says on this, 
as well as on every other subject. Look for a 
moment at what the Scriptures say of such as 
stand in your position. ^^ He that believeth not 
God hath made him a liar, because he believeth 
not the record that God gave of His Son." * 

*lJohnT. 10. 
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It is hence a very aggravated and griev- 
ous sin, to stand with the book of God 
in your hand, to read therein the clear, full, 
and distinct promises which he has made, and 
yet to pause and doubt whether God means 
what he says. 

I know that many trembling souls feel as 
though their sins had been so great, that it 
would be presumption in them to believe that 
God means His promises to apply to them. 
Do you feel so ? Are you saying to yourself 
that it cannot be possible God should forgive ; 
that Jesus Christ should love you; because 
you have been such a peculiarly great sinner ? 
I feel for your situation. I am aware that the 
mercy of God is amazing ; that the love of 
Christ is overwhelming; that it is almost too 
much happiness to believe that they can reach 
US. Yet the testimony of God is sure. And 
you must not allow a sense of your own 
tinworthiness to prevent you from honoring 
the truth of God, and the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Ko : believe the amazing truth 
that God can be just, and yet justify you; 
that Christ is an advocate, willing to plead 
even your cause — ^a Saviour, able to save 
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to the uttermost, even you. Believe it all ; 
and with a soul melted into deep, and still 
deeper contrition; go and cast yourself at 
the mercy seat. Take the cup of salvation, 
and call joyfully upon the Lord. 
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CHAPTER VI- 

GROWTH IN GRACE. 

" Grow in grace, and in tlie knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeans Christ. To Him be glory both now 
and for eyer." — 2 Petxs iiL 18. 

In the last chapter, I completed all that is 
necessary to be said in regard to the way to 
Christ. If you have gone on, step by step, 
until you have believed in Christ, you begin 
now a new career. You have not been led to 
look for any miraculous manifestations of 
wrath or of glory, to convince you of sin, and 
to lead you to believe in Christ. There haa 
been one plain and simple requirement made of 
you at each step — ^that you believe the testi- 
mony of God. If you have done this, you need 
nothing else. Faith in God, or belief of 
God's word, is enough to warrant your anx* 
iety, and is able to dispel that anxiety. I 
presume that you now feel peace with God. 
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If yon believe all that he has promised, you 
certainly do. You have come to Christ, and 
cast yourself on Him as your Saviour. You 
hare believed His ability and willingness to 
save you, and have rested there. A new life 
now lies before you. *^ If any man be in 
Christ he is a new creature ; old things are 
passed away : behold all things have become 
new."* You are now to heed the injunction 
of the Apostle: **As ye have, therefore, re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus Christ, so walk ye in 
Him ; rooted and built up in Him, and esta- 
blished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
and abounding therein with thanksgiving.^f 
You come now to inquire how you shall walk 
in Christ. To give some general directions 
on this subject, will be the object of the* re^- 
tnaining chapters of this little volume. 

But before we proceed, let me caution you 
particularly on one point. I may with the 
greatest propriety do it here. Be careful 
that all the glory of your salvation be freely 
and heartily given to God. I have in the 
preceding chapters pressed upon you your 

* 2 Cor. T. 17. t Col. a. 6, 7. 
E 
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datj, to beUeYO the word of God. I shatt 
eontinue to do so. But does this detract; 
from t)»e grace of God, or from the freeness 
of that grace ? Po I for a moment implj 
that ia your belief there is any thing so meri^ 
torioUs as to wipe away past, sin, or constitute 
a daim to future blessings ? By no means^ 
Xhe word of God is true, whether you believe 
it or not— just as true wh^x you doubt, as 
when you belioYe. The sun, which God has; 
set in the heayens, shines to gire light hj 
day. You may close your eyes, and doubt 
or deny its shining. Yet it still shines on^ 
whether you believe it or not. Now your he^ 
Heving, or not believing, can no more affect 
the truth of God's testimony than it can the 
shining of the sun in the heavens. An4 
what can you merit by believing that the sun 
shines, and by opening your eyes to its light ? 
The light of the sun is a glorious and free 
fpSt of God to men. He has not given it^ 
because they look at it, and rejoice in itef 
light ; but diey see and rejoice in its light, 
because He has first freely given it. So witH 
the truths of the Gospel. God has freely 
given them to men, in orcUr that they may 
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believe and rejoice in them, not because they 
believe and rejoice in them. Tou will never 
rejoice in the light of the sun, unless you 
open yonr eyes to its glory. Nor will you 
ever feelj the power of the truths of the 
Gospel to cheer the heart and make it happy^ 
unless you believe them. They derive their 
power to make happy from the free and sove- 
reign grace of God, not from your belief. 
Your belief gives you no claim, except to that 
which God, of His own free and sovereign 
grace, promises to you. It is not because 
you believe, that God promises you pardon 
lind peace. It is« however, because you be- 
lieve that you enjoy these blessings. 

I have dwelt on these thoughts, because you 
ought to see clearly, at this stage of your 
course, that you are a debtor to mercy alone ; 
and to walk humbly and thankfully before 
God hereafter. I wish you at once to bring 
your heart to confess the sovereignty of God, 
and to love the precious truth, that God is a 
sovereign, in the works of grace, as well as 
in those of nature. I wish you heartily to 
believe that " By grace ye are saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the 
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gift of God/'* If yoti cannot beKeve fMtf 
troth, and rejoicd in it ; if yon are not sat^ 
isfied that in all things God should reign $ 
jon do not yet comprehend and believe what 
the Scriptures reveal of the character of God« 
I would fain hope, that any hesitation you may 
atill feel on this point, arises ^lely from the 
fact that you do not yet form just conceptions 
of the glory of Jehovah's diaracter; an<i 
that as you increase in the knowledge of 
Him, your deHght in His sovereignty will in^ 
crease. The redeemed in heaven never forget 
that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth* 
They never lose sight of the truth, that bj 
His sovereign grace they are saved ; and 
never cease ascribing all the glory to God and 
the Lamb. 

Having now begun a new life, you are to 
grow in grace. There can be no such thing 
as remaining stationary. No man is to*day 
what he was yesterday ; nor will he be to-; 
morrow what he his to-day. He is daily anci 
hourly forming habits, either good or bad« 
He is either better or worse each day than he 

* 4 

♦Eph. U. S. 
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waB the day l^efore. He can more easily re* 
^iflt temptation, or is more incUned to yield 
to it* Every duty performed, makes the next 
more easy. Every duty neglected, makes thQ 
performance of the next more difficult and 
more unlikely. Such is the change diat is 
going on from day to day in the mind and the 
eharacter of men. 

What id now required of you, is the for* 
mation of such habits of love to Gk>d, and of' 
pbedience to Him, that walking in the way 
of his commands will be ea^ and pleasant to 
you. The thorough mastery over every evil 
in your heart, is a gradual work. Old habits 
are not broken up^ and new ones formed, in s 
day. By some sudden influence, sudden 
changes may be wrought^ for a season ; yet^ 
in the course of time, the old trains of 
thought may come back, and the old course 
of conduct be once more entered upon. Very 
many persons have apparently come to the 
point which you have now reached. They 
thought their new feelings of joy could never 
change. They imagined that they had no# 
thing now to do but to be happy throughout 
their whole life, without any special care o» 

b2 ' 



56 THE WAY TO CHRIST, AKD 

effort on their part. But such have found a 
change coming on, in the lapse of time. 
Their old habits came back upon them ; their 
joy began to fade away ; their duty became 
often difiSoult to perform ; they neglected it 
once and again. Thus they gradually slid 
back, until they could scarcely tell wherein 
they differed from what they were before 
they professed to have hope in Christ. This, 
certainly, is not the course to which the Bible 
calls the Christian. It is not growth in 
grace. I mention such cases, not that I ex- 
pect you to do the same ; but because you 
are liable to. follow their course, unless you 
are exceedingly careful. I warn you of the 
danger of imitating such persons ; yet I hope 
better things of you, though I thus speak. 

The only way to form a habit of doing any 
thing, is to begin, and to continue regularly 
in the practice of it. Suppose you wish to 
cultivate the habit of early rising. It will 
not do to rise early to-day, and neglect it to- 
morrow. You must day after day refuse to 
take a little more sleep, and a little more 
slumber, after the hour of rising has come. 
Every time that you neglect to rise early, 
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yoQ liinder the formattoa of the habit. Con^ 
tinue^ however, to rise regularly with the 
dawn for weeks and months^ and it becomet 
at last a fixed and pleasant habit, which no 
ordinary temptation eoold induce you to 
)Hreak. It is precisely so in all habits. There 
must be a beginning right; and then the 
tight course must be patiently continued. 

You WMit now to form the habit of thai 
prompt, and cheerful, and hearty obedience^ 
which springs from love. You lore God, be^ 
cause Hehaff first loted you ; you love Christy 
because His love for you has been so richly 
manifested. Hear, then, what Christ sayst 
'^If ye love me, keep my commandments."^ 
It must be your constant effort to learn mor« 
and more of the character of God and of Christ, 
so that you may lore th^m more. And as you 
love God more, the more perfect and accept^ 
able will be your obedience* The angels aboT« 
know God, and lore Him with perfect lore, 
Hence they are swift to do His biddingi 
Knowledge, love, and obedience, there consti^ 
tute their happiness. Let them constitute 

^Johnziy. 15. 
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yours also. I have said the greater yoor 
love, the more perfect your obedience. I 
wish you to form the habit of rendering such 
obedience as will be most pleasing to God. 
Your object in obedience ought to be to please 
Him. You will not, then, be satisfied without 
knowing precisely what your duty is. If you 
wish to please Him, you will not think of pre- 
■enting anything as obedience except that 
very thing which He requires of you. Nor 
will you be content to remain ignorant of 
what it is that God requires, so long as there 
is a possibility of ascertaining it. I wish yoa 
to look at these two points particularly, and 
to learn from them what obedience from the 
heart, obedience that springs from love, is. 

Watch day by day over your heart, and ex- 
amine your obedience. Make it your aim to 
cultivate a truly obedient 'spirit. If you are 
iiot ready to inquire for the will of God until 
you learn what it is ; or if you feel any secret 
unwillingness to do the very thing he enjoins ; 
go back to the cross of Christ. It was your 
unwillingness to know your duty, and to do it 
when known, that had its share in causing 
Him thus to suffer. Look at the influence 
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your disobedience exerted in causing that 
shameful and painful death of the Son of God« 
It was because you sinned, that He bled. Can 
jou, with this before your mind, refuse to seek 
for the will of God concerning you ? Can you 
shrink from doing with promptness the will of 
Him who has loved you and given himself for 
you? 

I know that you cannot withstand such an 
appeal as the dying love of Christ makes to 
your heart. Begin then at once to ask for His 
will. Spare no pains in order to know pre- 
cisely what it is. In great things and in small 
things, now and forever, be resolved to know, 
if possible, the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you. Go to the Scriptures in order 
to learn what God requires, and with a firm 
resolution to do it with your might, to do it 
heartily as unto the Lord. Pursue steadfastly 
such a course, and you will grow in grace daily. 
Your path will be that of the just which 
shines more and more unto the perfect day. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



BAPTISM. 



And now, why tarriest thou ? arise and be baptued. 
^cts xxU. 3.6. 

' We come now to a point where your spirit of 
"Obedience is to be put to the test. In imme- 
diate connection with belief in Christ, the 
Scriptures place baptism. The promise of 
Ohrist is : " He that believeth and is baptized 
^hall be saved."* In rarious instances in the 
'Acts of the Apostles, we find that baptism 
followed immediately on the exercise of faith 
in Christ. The Apostle in writing to the Ro- 
mans says, " Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death ; that like as Christ 
Was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in new- 
ness of life."t And in addressing the Colos- 
Bians, he uses similar language : '' Buried with 



* Mark xvi. 16. f Bom. tI. 4. 
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Him in baptism, if herein also ye are risen with 
Him through the faith of the operation of God 
who hath raised Hun from the dead."* "K 
then je be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of Ood."t In all cases, the dutj 
of baptism is placed immediately after faith; 
and the rising from baptism is emblematical 
of an entrance on a new character and a new 
life. This is the teaching of Scripture; and to 
its instructions you must always lend a willing 
ear ; to its commands you must always render a 
cheerful obedience. It is then your duty now 
to yield obedience to this command of Christ. 
Do you shrink from this public step ? Many 
hesitate when this duty is presented ; although 
they can scarcely assign the reason of their 
unwillingness to perform it. It may be that 
you feel something of this hesitancy. Let us, 
then, look at the possible causes from which it 
arises. Some feel a kind of secret shame, 
which, perhaps unknown to themselves, deters 
them. You probably know many, who would 
look on you with a kind of contempt, if yoi# 

« CoL ii. 12. t Col. Ui. 1. 
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should be baptized in obedience to Cbrist's 
command. Yon can name some, perhaps, 
whose contempt, however they might see fit to 
express it, you would not choose to meet/ 
Perhaps you hare thought that this, that, and 
the other person, might be present at your bap- 
tism ; and the possibility of this is unpleasant 
to you. Tou would probably rather not have 
them to be thus made aware of your determi- - 
nation to lead a life of obedience to Christ. 
You had hoped, it may be, that you could be 
a Christian without the knowledge of many 
of your friends and acquaintances. The 
publicity of baptism startles you. Have 
such thoughts as these ever entered your 
mind ? Have they any thing to do with "your 
imwillingness to be baptized ? If so, it looks 
very much like being ashamed of Christ. You 
do not mean it thus. But by what other name 
can it be called ? If you fear to take such a 
public step, because of what man may think 
or say, you forget that sin only is to be 
dreaded, and that God alone is to be feared, 
f Who art thou that thou shouldst be afraid 
of a man that shall die, and of the son of 
man which shall be made/as grass; and for- 
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gettest the Lord thy Maker, that hath 
Btretched forth the hearens, and laid the foun- 
dations of the earth ?"* You forget Christ, 
and His words, and His example. Look at His 
lore to you. Look at the contempt, the revil- 
ings, the agony, the death, which He endured, 
before He finished the work on which all your 
hopes rest. K you bring these thoughts up 
before your mind, I know that you will soon 
become ashamed of your shrinking from the 
duty to which He calls. You will soon be 
prepared to say; 

" Didst Thou dear Sayiotir, suffer shame, 

And bear the cross for me ? 
And shall I fear to own Thy name, 

Or Thy disciple be?" 

You will count it your glory and your joy, to 
follow your Lord whithersoever He may lead 
you. 

It is possible, however, that your hesitation 
springs from a fear that your feelings may 
change; that your resolutions may prove too 
weak when the time of trial comes ; and that 



• Isa. H. 12, 18. 
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by your vrant of steadfastness, you may, at 
some future day, injure the cause of Christ. 
These feelings of anxiety and self-distrust are 
by no means to be condemned. You should 
rather cherish them as one of the best means 
of preventing the evil you fear. It is proper 
to cultivate self-distrust; but you should never 
for a moment give way to distrust of God. In 
Him and in his promises, exercise at all times 
the fuUest confidence. You cannot expect to 
conquer, by your own strength, the foes that 
oppose you. Christ says expressly : " With- 
out me ye can do nothing." " As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in 
the vine : no more can ye except ye abide in 
me."* But he adds the gracious promise: "If 
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you."t It was in reliance on this pro- 
mised assistance, that Paul went forward amij 
toils and trials. And after a long experience 
of the faithfulness of Him who had promised, 
he said : " I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me."J 

• Jolrn XV. 4. t Jo^^ *▼• 7. J Pliil. iv. 18. 
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' Kow what you must do, is simply to look 
at the promises of God ; to beliere them in all 
their fdness ; and to act as though you did 
believe. They are spoken for such persons as 
yourself; for those who feel their own weak- 
ness, and their need of the help of God* 
Thousands who, at the outset, had quite as 
much fear of their own hearts as you have, 
can bear testimony to the faithfulness of God. 
Multitudes, in the help of God, have finished 
their course, and have secured the end of 
their faith, ^^ even the salvation of their souls." 
And multitudes, who are now on their way to 
join them, can say that the promises of God 
have never failed them. Do not fear that they 
will ever fail you. Trust yourself in His hands. 
Weak though you may be ; " To them that 
have no might He increaseth strength."* 
Even though it may seem as difficult for you 
to pursue the Christian course, as for Peter to 
walk the waters of the sea of Galilee, do not 
fear to try it at the Saviour's bidding. He 
calls you by that path to Himself. As long 
as Peter did not doubt, he walked firmly ; and 

*l8a. xl. 29. i 
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even when his faith fkiled, and he began to 
Bink, his Lord did not forsake him. While the 
Saviour's lips chided his unbelief. His hand 
upheld his sinking head. With the same kind- 
ness Christ calls to jou ; and with the same 
tenderness will He watch over your steps. Dis- 
misSy then, your fear, and do the duty of each 
day, trusting that, with each new duty, join, 
will receive new strength from on high. It is 
only by doing the duty of to-day, that you 
can hope for strength to perform that of to- 
morrow. Therefore, let it be your anxious 
care to know what is required of you to-day, 
and to do that, trusting all the future with God. 
It is possible, however, that you have diffi« 
culties of a different nature. You may have 
been informed that you were baptized in your 
infancy. If this be so, you doubt whether it 
is proper for you to be baptized now. You 
cannot see that it is your duty. Your mind 
is not at rest on the subject ; yet you fear to 
take a step which may be wrong. Or per- 
chance, though you are satisfied that it is your 
duty to be baptized, you are in doubt as to the 
mode in which the ordinance should be per- 
formed. You are at a loss to determine whether 
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it is properly administered by sprinkling or 
pouring, or whether immersion is necessary. 

If either of these cases be yours, you are 
now in a situation to test your desire to please 
and obey Crod. I hope that you will prove to 
yourself, and especially to Him with whom 
you have to do, that you are not content to 
remain ignorant of your duty; nor disposed 
to shrink from the performance of it, when 
once it is made known to you. Let me press 
upon you a sense of your accountability, as 
you first meet the question before you. Tott 
are now called upon to think and act for your- 
self. It will not do for you to enter on your 
Christian course, without feeling that this re- 
sponsibility is resting on you. Through the 
whole of your life, you will be called upon to 
think, and judge, and act for yourself. This 
is demanded of every Christian. And you 
must give account, at last, as well of your 
thinking and judging, as of your actions. 
You are accountable for the manner in which 
you form your decision in regard to your duty, 
and for the fidelity with which you perform 
it, when your decision is made. 

Do not then be surprised or disheartened, 

p2 
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if you find it difScult, sometimes, to decide 
between two courses, which is right, and 
which is wrong. It is a part of that system 
of trial under which God has placed you. It 
will tend to show what is in your heart. You 
will, at some future time, look back over your 
past life as did the Jews of old. ^^ And thou 
shalt remember all the way which the Lord 
thy God led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, 
to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep His commandments or 
no.'** In order to prepare your mind to 
judge in cases of doubt, take care that the 
heart be right. If you would guard against 
the risk of being misled by your own feelings 
or prejudices, you must be desirous to know 
precisely what it is that God requires, and be 
willing to do it when known. 

You are now in doubt about the path of 
duty. It might be vastly agreeable to you, 
were an angel from heaven to come and solve 
your doubts, and point you to the path of 
duty. But angels are not sent on such mes- 

* Deut. Tiii. 2. 
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Bages in our day. You have the Bible. Ton 
must take that, and decide on your duty ac- 
cording to what it teaches. Are you willing 
now to enter on an examination of the Bible, 
with a sincere desire to know what is required 
of you ? If you are, give yourself no rest 
until your mind is satisfied, and until you 
know the grounds on which that satisfaction 
rests. The question before you is one that 
has been discussed at length. Perhaps much 
of controversy would have been avoided, had 
the course which I urge you to adopt, been 
always implicitly followed. (Jo to the exami- 
nation with your heart right in the sight of 
God, and during its progress, keep your heart 
right, and I have no fear for the issue. It 
need neither be a long, nor an unprofitable 
investigation. 

Perhaps some may recommend that you 
should not turn your thoughts, at this impor- 
tant period in your history, to such a contro- 
verted point. Far be it from me to sanction 
such advice. Suppose you have been bap- 
tized in your infancy. To rest in this, 
while you feel that the will of Christ, as pre- 
sented in the New Testament, may possibly 
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require you to be baptized, as your own act, 
on your sincere profession of faith in Him, — 
does not savor much of genuine, hearty obe- 
dience. Suppose, again, you resolve to be 
baptized. To go forward to this ordinance 
without being convinced that the rite, to 
which you submit, is that which Christ en- 
joins on you, will not be a very acceptable 
service to Him. He wishes His disciples to 
know His will, and to perform every act, be- 
cause they believe it is what He demands of 
them. 

You may be assailed by different persona 
in a variety of ways. It may be said that 
you were baptized in infancy, and that it 
would be disrespectful to your parents to deny 
the baptism to which they brought you ; or 
that it would be a grievous sin to submit 
yourselves again to the ordinance. Another 
will say, that even if it was not the proper 
time and manner of administering the ordi- 
nance, yet it has been done, and the responsi- 
bility will be with those who brought you to 
it. Perhaps you will be told that your public 
profession of faith in Christ, being a ratifica- 
tion of the vows made in your name when 
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you were baptized, has precisely the same 
eflfect, as if you were to be baptized now, and 
now take the vows of God upon you. 

I cannot attempt to enumerate all that may 
be said to you. Let me merely remark, that 
you have a personal duty that is undoubtedly 
yours. You must examine the Scriptures so 
far, that your own mind shall become satisfied 
in regard to the path of duty ; and then you 
must pursue it. Your chief concern must be 
to please God ; and what will most please 
Him, will be your prompt and simple-hearted 
obedience to Him. It is vastly important for 
your present and future peace, that you now 
act understandingly. It may be hard to 
think of taking a course different from that 
which your parents took; but Christ says, 
" He that loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me.*** You are 
to act in this matter as a disciple of Christ. 
You are to choose and to follow your course, 
not because thus your parents or friends did, 
but because it is what Christ commands. 

Are you doubtful as to the mode of bap- 

* Matt. X. 87. 
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tiflm 7 Some may tell you that you are too 
young in the Christian life, to enter on the 
examination of this subject; that wise and 
good men are not agreed with respect to it ; 
that, at the last day, it will not be asked how 
much water was used in your baptism. Your 
own feelings, I trust, will teach you how to 
look on all such advice as this. It savors too 
little of the spirit which the Gospel incul- 
cates, to be very acceptable to one who is 
eager to know his Lord's will, that he may 
perform it. I trust that your love to Christ 
will prompt you to pause, until you have as- 
certained which is the mode that Christ has 
enjoined, or until your own mind becomes sa- 
tisfied that it matters not what mode you adopt. 
Such advice as that to which I have referred, 
may, however, eventually lead persons who 
are not on their guard, to commit themselves 
to a certain opinion and practice. And when 
they come at last, if ever they do come, to 
examine the ground on which they stand, it 
increases tenfold their diflSculty. You may 
be led to dodge the question now. But if you 
do, it will come again and again ; and will, I 
fear, again and again be put aside, and finally 
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be left unsettled. We cannot hope much for 
the future hearty obedience to God, and the 
future peace, of those who are afraid to look 
any question of practical duty in the face, 
at that very point where God has placed it. 
The question of baptism He has placed at 
the beginning of the Christian course. I 
regret that it has come to be such a contro- 
rerted subject. Men have made it so. They 
have surrounded it with discussion and diffi- 
culty. Yet we must not move it from the 
place that God has assigned to it ; nor en- 
courage those, who are called upon to meet 
it, to neglect that examination which alone 
can prepare them to render an intelligent 
obedience, and to offer an acceptable service 
to God. Whatever path you take as you ad- 
vance, take it understandingly, and in the 
fear and love of God. 

Go to the Scriptures. Make them your 
study. Let your inquiries be directed to two 
points — what are the proper subjects? — 
what is the proper mode of baptism? I could 
of course give you a dissertation on this sub* 
ject. But while you have the Bible, and can 
probably obtain books that contain all that I 
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cotdd desiFe to say, I need not fill up the few 

pages allotted to this subject with the discos^ 

sion. I am confident that if you go to the 

New Testament alone, without any other 

book, or any other coimsellor, you may 

readily come to a correct decision. Of course, 

you will understand that you must go in the 

spirit of obedience which I have described. 

You must be prepared to embrace all that 

the New Testament teaches, and to reject all 

that is iiot supported by its authority. I am 

persuaded that you will seek in Tain for any 

conmiand for the baptism of infants, or any 

example of the administration of that rite by 

the Apostles or their fellow-laborers. And 

if neither command nor example can be found, 

you can be at no loss in judging of the 

Scriptural authority that can be claimed for 

the rite. That such proof is wanting, is a 

sufficient reason for beUeving that it was not 

commanded by Christ. You will then be shut 

up to the necessity of obeying his command 

to be baptized ^^ In the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Ghost.^'"^ As to 

I I I ! »' tiiii o awii ■ I ■ ■ ■■ ■ 
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the mode, I doubt not, that your examination 
of the New Testament will lead you to the 
conviction that it is your duty to be buried 
with Christ in baptism ; that is, to be im- 
mersed in water on a profession of your re- 
pentance toward God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I would hope, that your love 
toward God will make your obedience to His 
command prompt and cheerful. ^^For this 
is the love of God, that we keep His com- 
tnandments, and His commandments are not 
grievous.*** 

* 1 John T. 8. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

THE lord's supper. 

** This do in remembrance of me." Luke xxii. 19. 

** The Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was be- 
trayed, took bread, and when he had giyen thanks, he 
brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body which 
is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 
After the same manner also he took the cup, when 
he had supped, saying, This cup is the New Testament 
in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remem- 
brance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come." 
1 Cor. xi. 2S, 24, 25, 26. 

In the arrangements made for His people, 
Christ has had two things in view; to keep 
alive' in the minds of His disciples their obli- 
gations to Him, and to show forth those obliga- 
tions to others. Tou have now obeyed the 
command of Christ, and have been baptized 
in His Name. The access to the table of the 
Lord is opened to you, and you are- bid to 
come and partake. The service, as described 
in the New Testament, is plain and simple. 
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Yet |t is full of meaning. There is no pomp 
and show in the ordinance. But there is much 
to awaken thought, much to arouse feelings of 
awe, of sorrow, of wonder, and of love. You 
are bid, in this bread and in this cup, to look 
on the emblems of suffering and of death. The 
body broken — ^the blood shed, you are to take, 
and eat and drink these emblems. Pause as 
you enter on this sacred service, and let the 
thoughts, which it is adapted to awaken, arise 
in your mind, lou are led to a suffering, a 
dying Saviour. 

Why did He suffer ?— Why did He die ? 
Ah, it was for sin that body was broken, and 
that blood was shed ! Here shines out the 
justice of a God of holiness ; who spared not 
His own Son, but deemed it necessary that He 
should drink this bitter cup, or that men must 
suffer for their own sins. Let your soul be 
filled with awe in view of such a fact as this. 

But for whom did He suffer, for whom did 
He die ? It was for you. " Surely He hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He 
was wounded for our transgressions; He was 
bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Himi and with His stripes 
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we are healed."* Do not turn away from the 
mournful truth; nor repress the emotions which 
a sense of your sin forces upon you. You 
need to look at the plain truth, sad and humi* 
liating as it is. That bread and that wine 
speak to you of your guilt. You have had a 
direct, personal influence in the sufferings and 
the death which they bring to mind. Well 
may you feel humbled and sorrowful, as your 
sin and its consequences are thus distinctly set 
before you. You are bid to look at Christ in 
the Garden, at Christ on the Cross ; brought 
to that fearful agony, to that shameful death, 
by sin in which you hare shared. Your hearty 
long closed to the commands of God, to the 
love of the Saviour, must condemn you. You 
confess it all. You say with the poet, 

''Flow fast my tears! the cause is great; 

This tribute claims an injured Friend : 
One whom I long pursued with hate. 

And yet he loved me to the end. 

" Fast flow my tears ; yet faster flow, 
Stream copious as yon purple tide ; 

'Twas I that dealt the deadly blow, 

I urged the hand that pierced His side.*' 



* Isa. liii. 4, 6. 



THE WALK IN CHRIST. 79 

Let these feelings have their due course ; let 
this shame and this sorrow work in you their 
proper results. Let them cause you to shud- 
der at the thought of ever again falling into 
sin. What fearful consequences have followed 
your transgressions! How exceedingly eyil 
your sins have been ! Let the remembrance 
make you watch and pray with intense earnest- 
nesSy that you may not hereafter fall into 
temptation. 

And as you meditate on the sufferings and 
death of Christ, does not your wonder in- 
crease, that the Son of God should have 
stooped so low for such an object ; that He 
should have endured so much for those who 
were enemies to Him ? Look at the represen- 
tation of the Apostle : " For when we were yet 
without strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous 
man will one die : yet peradventure for a good 
man some would even dare to die. But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.'** Be- 
fore one emotion of gratitude, or of love towards 



♦Rom. T. 6-S. 
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Him, arose in your heart, the Saviour had 
passed through all His fearful sufferings for 
you. Turn to the Gospels, and read again 
and again the account of the hours of deep 
Buffering in the Garden of Gethsemane ; of 
the seizure of Christ ; of His cruel mockings ; 
of his condemnation; of His progress to the 
place of crucifixion ; and of His endurance 
of that horrible death. Pause on each parti- 
cular, and ask, what would have tempted you 
to endure the same 7 You cannot conceive of 
the full intensity of the Saviour's sufferings; 
11)ut you can form such a conception of them, 
^8 to make you wonder that any one could en* 
dure them even for the dearest friend. How 
much greater the wonder, that they should 
have been borne for enemies I How passing 
strange that Christ should have thus shown 
His love for you ! Often at the celebration of 
the Lord's Supper, Christians unite in sing- 
ing those familiar words; 

** Why was I made to hear Thy Toioe 

And enter while there's room ; 
While thousands make a wretched choice, 

And rather starre than come/' 
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It is indeed a cause of wonder, that the 
feast was ever spread — that the sacred body 
of Christ was ever broken — His precious blood 
ever shed, — and not less a wonder that you 
were inclined by His grace to come and partake. 

The natural effect of this love of Christ, is 
to awaken love in your heart. This is the 
great controlling principle of the Christian 
life. Hence the Apostle says, " The love of 
Christ constraineth us ; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead : 
and that He died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto Him which died for them and rose 
again."* So long as love is active in your 
heart, you will be most surely protected from 
the evil that is in the world, and will most 
surely meet the demands of Christ upon you. 
It is your love that He wants ; and He seeks 
it by exhibiting to you His own loveliness and 
love. It will be of little avail to excite in 
your mind feelings of awe, of sorrow, and of 
wonder, unless all tend to increase your love 
to Him who has satisfied the justice of God ; 



* 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 



82 THE WAT TO CHBIST, AND 

who has borne your sins ; who has loved joHy 
and given Himself for you* 

The increase of love will be attended with 
an increase in every other virtue. To be 
made perfect in love, is to be made perfect in 
holiness* To decrease in love, is to decrease 
in holiness. Look at the charge brought 
against the Church at Ephesus: ^^I have 
somewhat against thee, because thou hast left 
thy first love."* To say that it had left its 
first love, was condemnation enough. To 
keep this first love, and to increase it, is the 
efiect of this ordinance, when it is observecl 
in a proper spirit. The emblems chosen, 
point to that sacrifice, and to those sufferings, 
which are the strongest proof of His amazing 
love to you. They appeal to every feeling of 
gratitude in your heart. As oft as you par- 
take of these emblems, do it in remembrance 
of Christ. As oft as you go forth from this 
solemn ordinance, let it be with a more ardent 
love to Christ, and a more active zeal for Hia 
cause. 

I. ■ ■ » I . I III I ■ II I I I ■ I !■ I 

♦ ReT. ii. 4. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

PBIVATB DEVOTION. 

« But thon, when thou prajest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Fa* 
ther which is in secret ; and thy Father, which seeth 
in secret, shall reward thee openly." — ^Matt. il 6. 

We come now to the consideration of a sub- 
ject of vital importance to your future happi- 
ness and usefulness. Your private devotions 
will, in a very great degree, mould your exter- 
nal life. If your closet is neglected, your puln 
lie duties will be neglected, or be performed 
without that fervency of zeal which ought to 
characterize you. On the other hand, a faith* 
ful observance of the duty of secret devotion 
will show itself in fervent seal, and in a life 
of active godliness. 

I have not space for all that might be said 
on this subject. You need now a few general 
directions, and these I will attempt to give*. 
If I were to give a brief definition of private 
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devotion, I should say that it consists of com- 
munion with God — that is, of direct conver- 
sation with Him. The direct address which 
the soul makes to God, is private devotion. 
The character of the address to Him will 
vary with the feelings, which fill the heart of 
the worshipper. When a sense of your own 
wants, or those of others, presses upon your 
mind, your words will be words of prayer. 
When the majesty, the goodness, and the 
glory of God, fill your thoughts, you will 
give vent to your feelings in adoration and 
praise. Prayer will, doubtless, always con- 
stitute a large part of your addresses to God; 
and to this let me particularly call your at- 
tention. If you pray aright, you will need 
but little exhortation to praise. He who 
abounds in prayer, and who prays in a proper 
manner, will need no one to teach him how to 
praise. 

When addressing yourself in prayer to God, 
you should pay attention to two things — ^the 
manner in which you pray, and the petitions 
that you ask of Him. We will consider these 
separately. 

First— how shall you pray? When you 
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make a request to one of your fellow- creatures, 
it IS implied that you really want what you 
ask for ; that you belieye him to be able to 
grant it : and that you have a hope of his 
willingness to do so. If you did not really 
care for the favor, it would be unnecessary to 
ask for it. If you did not believe that he 
was able to grant it, it would be useless to 
present your request. If you had no hope 
that he would bestow it upon you, there would 
be no . encouragement to oflFer your petition. 
1 wish you to look carefully at these three 
things which a request implies ; and let them 
teach you how to make your prayer to God. 
Let the desire for the p^xticular blessing you 
seek exist in your heart. This will prevent 
all rash and thoughtless prayer. You will not 
then utter a mere string of words. You will 
have a clear idea of your wants, and this will 
^ive earnestness to your prayer. You will, 
also see that you must think before praying. 
Meditation and self-examination will then 
constitute a part of your private devotion. 
They are exercises necessary to prepare you 
for prayer. Do not, therefore, slight them, 
if you wish to pray with a clear understand* 
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ing of your wants. It will also be profitable 
to dwell on the ability of God to do for yon 
what you ask of Him. Distinct ideas of the 
great power of God, and of His supreme con- 
trol in heaven and on earth, will aid your 
faith. Take notice of the prayer of the dis- 
ciples, after Peter and John had been threat- 
ened by the rulers of the Jews, and forbidden 
to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. It 
commences with a brief and forcible statement 
of the power and majesty of God. " Lord^ 
thou art God, which hast made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is.''* The 
people of God in all ages have found it very 
profitable, in making their prayer to Him, to 
call to mind His sovereign power. But what 
reason have you for hoping that He will grant 
your petitions ? You must again examine the 
Scriptures. Look at the following passages* 
^' He that cometh to God, must believe that 
He is, and that He is the rewarder of such as 
diligently seek Him."t " If we ask anything 
according to His will, He heareth us.''| If 
you are certain that your petition accords 

* Acta It. 24. f Heb. zi. 6. 1 1 John t. li. 
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with the will of God, as that will is made 
known in the Scriptures, you can urge it with 
more than a mere hope — jon can present it 
in the follest confidence that it will be 
granted. The words of the Apostle are 
clear on this subject : ^^ And this is the confi- 
dence that we have in Him, that if we ask any 
thing according to His will, He heareth us* 
And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of Him."'*' Surely you could 
not ask greater encouragement to pray. 

Even when you cannot be certain that your 
petition is in accordance with the will of God, 
jou are not necessarily to refrain from offer- 
ing it ; nor without reason for hoping that it 
will be granted. You may present it with the 
confident expectation, that if it be right and 
proper, He will give you the desire of your 
heart. Leave it with Him to decide. You 
know that He is possessed of all wisdom and 
goodness. He has already given you so much, 
that you ought to believe in His willingness to 
gratify your wish, if it will be for your good, 



♦ 1 John T. 14, 16. 
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and for the glory of His own name. " He that 
spared not His own Son, but freely delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
freely give us all things."* He is quite as 
watchful for your interests as you yourself can 
possibly be. Nay, had He not been more care- 
ful for you than you were for yourself, He 
would not have taken such pains to stop you 
in the way of sin, and to bring you to the 
path of holiness. You can then make your re- 
quest with lively hope, and leave Him to show, 
by granting or withholding it, what His will con- 
cerning it is. When His will is known, I trust 
you are fully prepared to make that will yours. 
Secondly. For what shall you pray ? You 
will observe that I have touched on this in the 
preceding remarks. It is necessary, however, 
to dwell further on it. You wish to collect 
the directions of the Scriptures on this as on 
other points. As you form the habit of ask- 
ing what the Bible teaches, you will be sur- 
prised, perhaps, to find on how many subjects 
it gives you the very information you need. 
I shall bring forward a few passages for the 

* Bom. Tui. 82. 
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purpose of answering your inquiry, ^^ I ex- 
hort, therefore, that first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, 
be made for aU men; for kings, and for aU 
that are in authority; that We may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty. Eor this is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God our Saviour/''*' The duty 
here is so plain, that any explanation or com* 
ment is needless. And notice what a motive 
you have to be earnest in such prayer, in the 
assurance that this is good and acceptable to 
fiod your Saviour. Your heart prompts you 
to please your Saviour by every means in your 
power. Here is one means* He is pleased 
when you feel as one of the great family of 
man, and remember that all men are your 
brethren; and pray or give thanks for. all. 
He wishes you to feel for every human want, 
and to be grateful for every human blessing ; 
in other words, to ^' Rejoice, with them that 
do rejoice, and weep with thom that weep."t 

If you give much time to this prayer for 
others, you will find it a means of grea^ bless- 



* 1 Tim. ii. 1-8. fRom. adi. 15. 
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ing to yourself. Like all acts of beneyolence^ 
it brings its own reward with it. It will be 
well to separate mankind into different classes, 
and to pray specially for each. In the morn- 
ing, think of the multitudes who arise to enter 
on life's active duties. What various charac- 
ters and situations, and what various wants ! 
Commend them all and severally to Him 
whose eye alone sees all, and knows the differ- 
ent wants of each. In the evening, think o£ 
the varied classes that have, with yourself, ar- 
rived at the end of the day. Some in weari^ 
ness, some in sorrow, some in pain, some in 
fearful peril, come to its dose. Some come 
from working the work of God, and some from 
the hard service of sin. Think of them all, 
and for all make your prayer to God. Pray 
for all who need either temporal or spiritual 
mercies from Him; and for every item of 
human happiness, let your thanksgiving aEh 
cend. And forget not to give thanks to Qtoiy 
that a world, in which sin so much abounds, ia^ 
still upheld by Him, and that still His word 
invites, and His Spirit strives with the children 
of men. 

^' Let supplications, prayers, intercessions. 
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tmd giving of thanks be made for all men,** 
says the Apostle. In order to discharge this 
duty properly, you ought to try to form a 
clear conception of the vast multitude you are 
to present before Ood ; and you should en- 
deavor to become familiar Tnth the situations 
in which they are placed. Among the ^^ all 
men," are included those of every tribe, and 
nation, and people. Hottentots, Hindoos, 
Burmans, Chinese, — all are included,as well as 
those who dwell in our own or other, so called, 
Christian lands. If you would pray under- 
Btandingly for these, you must learn some- 
thing of their character, their circumstances, 
and their wants. It is no easy thing to be a 
Christian, resolved to do all his duty, and to do 
it in such a manner as must certainly please 
his Lord. You have seen enough in your pro- 
gress through these chapters to be satisfied, 
that ignorance is no part of a Christian's 
duty. You must gather knowledge ; you must 
learn to think, if you would be faithful in the 
discharge of every duty which your Saviour 
'enjoins upon you. Acquaint yourself, then, 
as far as possible, with the condition of your 
fellow men ; and let your knowledge prepare 

p2 
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yoa to make supplications^ prajers, intercefr- 
fiions, and giving of thanks on their behalf. 

I have placed prayer for others, first, be- 
cause such is the course which the Scriptures 
adopt. You wiU remember, that first among 
the petitions in the Lord's Prayer He has 
placed — " Hallowed be Thy name, Thy king* 
dom come, Thy -v^ill be done in earth as it is 
in Heaven."* Petitions for personal bless^ 
ings follow those for the glory of God's name, 
and the extension of his cause. A sufficient 
reason for this order is found in the fact, that 
these are the greater blessings. In asking for 
);he glory of God's name, and the coming of 
His kingdom, you, of course, ask more than 
when you pray for some temporal or spiritual 
good for yourself. But another reason for 
dwelling on this class of petitions fii:st, arises 
from the fact, that it is peculiarly liable to be 
overlooked. You are much more likely to for« 
get the wants of others than your own, when 
you pray. Be especially careful, therefore, 
to keep in mind the model of prayer which 
Christ has left you. I would fain hope that 
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yon may often become so mnch absorbed in 
supplication for others, and in ardent longing 
to see the name of God glorified throughout 
the whole world, as to lose sight, in a measure, 
of your own wants. Something of this ardent 
longing for the good of others, and compara- 
tive indifference to mere self-interest, seems to 
have been known to the Apostle Paul. " I 
say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience 
also bearing me witness, in the Holy Ghost, 
that I have great heaviness and continual 
sorrow in my heart ; for I could wish that my- 
self were accursed from Christ for my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh.'** Here 
is the yearning of a deep, unselfish love, 
showing itself in a wiUingness, if such a thing 
were possible, himself to be separated from 
Christ, in order that others might be saved* 
The expression is very strong. How strong 
then must have been the feeling that prompted 
it? Strive to cultivate a deep and abiding 
sympathy with the wants and woes of men* 
Let men of every class and nation share con-* 
stantly in your prayers. If you read the 

* Bom. ix. 1-8. 
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lives of eminent Christians, you will notice 
bow much they abounded in prayer for others. 
Imitate their example. 

But you are also to pray for yourself — 
for blessings that are strictly personal. L^ 
me first direct your attention to a subject on 
which I have not yet dwelt — ^the necessity of 
the Holy Spirit's aid* I have not omitted it 
until the present, because I have a low esti- 
mate of its importance. I should have studied 
the sacred Scriptures, and Christian ezpe- 
jrience, to little purpose, if I had failed to dis- 
cover the primary importance of the work of 
the Holy Spirit. I would urge you to think 
much of the Holy Ghost ; of His work and 
His love. I cannot press this upon you too 
strongly. If you fail to do honor to the 
power, the grace, and the love of the Holy 
Ghost, you cannot walk in Christ, as firmly, 
as steadily, and as happily, as I could desire. 
Observe the importance which Christ attaches 
to the work of the Holy Ghost : " And I will 
pray the Father, and He shall send you 
another comforter, that He may abide with 
you forever, even the Spirit of truth ; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth 



THE WALK IN CHBIST. 95 

Him not, neither knoweth Him ; but je know 
Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you."* " But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father shall send in 
my name, He shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, what- 
soeyer I haye said unto you/'f Throughout 
all His addresses to His disciples, on] that 
evening before He was taken from them, the 
Saviour was constantly referring them to the 
coming of the Comforter. Thus he assures 
them: ** Nevertheless I tell you the truth: 
it is expedient for you that I go away, for if 
I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you ; but if I depart, I will send Hun 
unto you."! The Apostle Paul exhorts his 
brethren to do honor to the Holy Ohost, and 
to obey His admonitions. ^^ Quench not the 
Spirit. "§ "And grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of God, by which ye are sealed unto the day 
of redemption."!! The work of the Spirit in 
sealing the believer, he thus describes : ^^ In 
whom also, after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise which 

* John ziv. 16, 17. f John ziy. 26. % John xn. T. 
1 1 TheM. v. 19. II S^ iv. 80. 
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is the earnest of our inheritance, until the re- 
demption of the purchased possession unto 
the praise of His glory."* " The Holy Spirit 
is the sanctifier/'t ^'He is the witness or 
evidence that God dwelleth in us, and we in ** 
God/ 'J But I need not here dwell more at 
length on the offices of the Holy Ghost. It 
is enough to have turned your attention to it. 
What I wish now to do, is to show you the 
encouragement you have to pray for His 
continual presence. . Of course I suppose you 
feel the need of this gift. You will remember 
that David, in the hour of his bitter humilia- 
tion and self-condemnation, prayed to God, 
"Cast me not away from thy presence, and 
take not thy Holy Spirit from me."§ This 
should also be your earnest prayer. For 
your encouragement, let me quote the words 
of Christ : " If ye then being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit unto them that ask Him.''|j 
Make this, then, your constant prayer. 
. I cannot bring together aU the passages 

« Bph. i. 18, 14. 1 1 I*et* i- 2. 1 1 John iii. 24— ir, 18. 
. 2 Ps; U. 11. II Luke zi. 18. 
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vhicli show for what you should pray. I 
will, however, quote a few, in order to show 
how you may yourself gather from the Scrip- 
tures the teaching you need. ^^ If any man 
ask wisdom, let him ask of God that giveth to 
all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it 
shall be given him."* " Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need."t "Is any among you af- 
flicted, let him pray."J " Humble yourself, 
therefore, under the mighty hand of God 
that He may exalt you in due time ; casting 
aU your care upon Him, for He careth for 
you."§ Let us sum up the directions con- 
tained in these few passages, and notice the 
kinds of requests which you are authorized to 
make for yourself to God. You are to pray 
for wisdom ; for mercy, and grace, to help in 
time of need. Are not wisdom, and mercy, 
and grace, such as this, enough to cover all 
your spiritual wants ? Moreover, in order to 
complete the whole circle of wants, and to 
warrant you to bring every thing that con- 

' * James i. 6. f Heb. ir. 16. { Jftmes t. 12. 

{ 1 Peter T. e, 7. 
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cems you to Qt>d, in affliction you are to 
pray, and in all cirenmstancefl you are to oast 
all your care upon God, for He careth fot 
you. Go, then, with all your folly, and sin, 
and weakness, and trials, and cares, to the 
mercy seat, and there make your requests 
unto God. He is "rich in mercy,"* and will 
" supply all your need according to His riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus."t 

In order to attend properly to your priyate 
devotion, have your closet — ^your place of re- 
tirement — ^where you can be alone with God. 
If you can have a stated place and stated 
hours for prayer, you will find them to con- 
duce very much to your enjoyment of the 
exercise. They will also exert an influence 
in the formation of devotional habits. Regu- 
larity is exceedingly desirable. To bring 
yourself, at the same hours each day, to the 
same place, for the purpose of communing 
with God, will be one of the very best means 
of keeping your devotional spirit from being 
chilled by contact with the world. 

I cannot leave this subject without some 

*£plLU. 4. fFbiLlT. 19. 
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further remarks on meditation, and the read- 
ing of the Scriptures. They are means to 
prepare you for communion with God, and 
should form a part of your private devotion. 
You, perhaps, wish to know what I mean by 
meditation. I mean simply a frequent think- 
ing on the great truths which the Bible 
teaches. You know very well, that the things 
we seldom think of, will not affect our hearts 
very much. The only way to keep up a deep 
interest in any subject, is to think much upon 
it. You are liable to be so much engaged 
with the things that are seen, as to forget 
in a measure those that are out of sight* 
The Christian's life is a life of faith. You 
need constantly to have faith in exercise. 
The sacrifice on Calvary ; the death of Christ 
for our sins ; His rising for our justification ; 
His intercession in heaven ; the operation 
of the Holy Spirit ; the God to whom we 
pray; the heaven in which he dwells — ^all 
are unseen by us. They are unseen, but 
not the less real. If, then, you wish that 
these realities should produce their proper 
effect upon your heart, you must think of 

them. You may possibly find some difficulty 

I 



100 THB WAY TO CHRIST, AKD 

in thinking profitably ; but you must not give 
it up. God has made you to think. He calls 
you to live a life of faith ; but faith implies 
thinking ; and, consequently, a life of faith 
is a life of thinking. You have the Scrip- 
tures to furnish you with subjects of thought. 
Let your reading set you to thinking, and 
your thinking again lead you to reading. Try 
to understand every thing that you read. Do 
not be satisfied to pass over a large portion 
of the Scriptures without getting their mean- 
ing. You must try to understand the 
thoughts they are designed to convey. A 
few verses thoroughly understood, will bo 
more profitable to you than a long series of 
chapters from which you gather no clear 
ideas. You may often be ready to say with 
the Eunuch: ^^How can I understand un- 
less some man should guide me ?"* But do 
not adopt such language until you have made 
an attempt to understand for yourself what 
you read. What you fail, after a resolute at- 
tempt, to understand, mark in your mind, 
and ask some one who may possibly be able 
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to explain it. This kind of study of the 
Scriptures will be a very excellent aid to 
meditation. If you carry it on daily, you 
will have each day something profitable to 
think about. As the di£ferent truths of the 
Bible are understood ; as the different duties 
it enjoins become known to you; you will 
find it necessary to examine yourself to see 
how you value these truths, and how you 
obey these commands. This self-examination, 
and meditation, and searching of the Scrip- 
tures, will furnish you constantly with sub- 
jects for prayer. If you are faithful in these 
duties, you will be able to obey the injunction 
of the Apostle — " Pray without ceasing.*** 

♦ 1 Thess. T. 17. 
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CHAPTER X. 

CONTROL OP THE AFFECTIONS. 

** If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are aboye, where Christ sitteth on the right hand 
of God. Set your affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth." Col. iii. 1, 2. 

Men are always influenced by what they 
love. Ascertain what a man loves, and you may 
readily judge of his character, and tell how 
his efiForts will be directed. The work before 
you is one that demands a constant watch over 
the affections and desires of your heart. The 
great difference between the people of the 
world and the children of God, consists in the 
direction of the affections. A thoroughly 
worldly man loves the world supremely ; while 
the love of the devoted Christian is given su- 
premely to God. 

You are now called upon to " set your affec- 
tion on things above, not on things on the 
earth.'' It will not be amiss to consider more 
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folly the importance of keeping your affec- 
tions thus properly directed. Upon the direc- 
tion of your affections will depend your whole 
course in life. If your first love to Christ and 
heavenly things continues increasing, your 
path will be that of the just which ^^ is as a 
shining light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day." If, on the contrary, you 
begin to lose your first love, your course will 
be sadly inconstant, and your influence, as a 
Christian, be much diminished, if not entirely 
lost. It will become necessary to address to 
you admonitions similar to the solemn language 
sent to the church at Ephesus: ^^Remember, 
therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and re- 
pent and do thy first works ; or else I will come 
unto thee quickly and remove thy candlestick 
out of his place, except thou repent."* There 
is nothing that is more discouraging to the 
heart of the faithful Christian, than to see 
evidences that the love of the people of God 
is waxing cold. It is the sure forerunner of 
a host of evils. On the other hand, the evi- 
dence that they think more frequently of 



♦ Rey. ii. 6. 
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things above, and love them more, fills his 
heart with joj. And it is sure to be followed 
by a rich harvest of good fruits. 

Be very careful that jou do not fasten your 
affections on things on the earth. In other 
words, be exceedingly watchful against the 
approaches of what is generally called world* 
liness. By worldliness, I mean a love of the 
world and the things of the world for them* 
selves ; a preferring of these things to the 
things of God. I do not mean that you are to 
encourage a spirit like that which sends the her* 
mit to his desert, and the monk to his solitary 
cell. I do not advise you to look on the earth 
as a horrible wilderness, wrapped in gloom, 
and filled with loathsome reptiles and uncleaa 
beasts of prey; a wilderness, in which no fair 
and beautiful thing can find a place. Such is 
not the spirit which the Scriptures teach, and 
which the Gospel breathes. Christ bore no 
resemblance to a hermit ; nor were Paul, and 
Peter, and John, imbued in any degree with the 
spirit of monkery. These are to be your ex- 
amples. To shun worldliness, then, it is not 
necessary to bury yourself in some lone desert. 
To be heavenly-minded, it is not demanded 
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tbat you retreat from all contact with the 
world. Some of the most heavenly-minded 
men, which the world has ever seen, have 
been pre-eminently men of action, and have 
played very prominent parts in life's busy 
scenes. Some of those, who have loved most 
earnestly the things which are above, have been 
the most ready to discern and to enjoy that 
which is beautiful in the present world. They 
differed from the worldly-minded in these re- 
spects. They were in the world, but not of 
the world ; they regarded themselves as pil- 
grims and strangers on earth, journeying to 
their home on high; they gazed on the beauty 
of earth, only to feel an increasing desire to 
behold the more bright and beautiful scenes 
of their promised home in heaven. 

It is such a state of mind as this, that yoa 
should aim to secure. It cannot be attained with- 
out an effort. You will find in yourself a ten- 
dency to become attached to the things of the 
world for their own sake ; to love them for them* 
selves, and not as the gifts of a kind Father ; 
to fasten your affections on them, so as to love 
God and heaven less. This is the great 
danger, and it is only by unceasing watch- 
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fulness, and earnest prayer, that joa can 
escape it. 

Let me call your attention to some of the 
means by which a worldly spirit is fostered ; 
to some few of those things against which you 
will need to be constantly watchful. 

1. Love of worldly company. It will be 
impossible for you to associate with any one 
habitually without feeling, in some degree, his 
influence. His habits will exert an influence 
on your deportment ; his ways of thinking will 
modify your views; his ordinary spirit will 
afiect your own spirit and temper. If his 
views, and feelings, and desires are aU worldly, 
you will find yourself gradually adopting the 
same. And the higher he stands in your 
esteem, the more powerful his influence over 
you will be. It is this tendency that makes the 
company of the worldly so peculiarly danger* 
ous to a young Christian. I have not refer- 
ence now to the openly vicious. Of course, 
your sense of self-respect would hinder you 
from making such' your associates. I mean 
merely those who are what you may call irre- 
ligious. They may be possessed of cultivated 
minds, and in this respect have a very decided 
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adyantage over youreelf. They may be refined 
in manners, of pleasing address, and emi- 
nently social. They may be worthy of yery 
great respect for many estimable qnalities. 
!Bat, irfaateyer charms their society may haye, 
if they are indifferent to religion, and habitu- 
ally neglectful of the most important religious 
duties, you will find it necessary to be yery 
much on your guard. Otherwise, you will 
find your religious views and feelings sinking 
down to the low level of their own. Under 
such influence you will come, by natural and 
easy steps, to regard religion as less important 
than you formerly deemed it. It is exceed- 
ingly probable that the more charm their so- 
dlety has, the more powerful and injurious 
will be their influence on your religious char- 
acter. 

On this subject, you must appeal honestly 
to your own experience. You must ask your- 
self how you feel after spending some hours in 
such society. It may be that, after a social 
evening devoted to company of this kind, you 
have returned to your closet. There has been, 
it may be, nothing in the conversation, to 
which the most severe censor could bring a 
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positire objection. Bat there has been no< 
thing to show, in any way, or to any degree, 
a sense of the importance of the great and 
precious truths of the Gospel. You have 
felt, that any direct or indirect reference to 
these truths would have checked the flow of 
their gay and sparkling conversation. Now 
test candidly the effect upon yourself. The 
lively emotions of the social hour have passed 
away, and you come to your place of prayer, 
to hold converse with God your Saviour. Do 
you feel less interest in prayer? Are you 
less . conscious of the evil of sin, and less 
earnest in your desire for the blessings which 
Christ offers to you ? If this be the effect, 
then, whatever such society may be to others, 
to you it is likely to prove a snare. You will 
see at once, that to cherish a love for it, must 
tend strongly to turn away your affections 
from " things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God." It will, 
then, become necessary for you to choose be* 
tween the love of worldly company, and the 
love of Christ. You must control and re* 
[Strain the former, or cease to breathe the 



4 
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prayer : " Lead us not into temptation."* 
To continue to seek such social enjoyment, 
is to put yourself directly in the way of 
temptation to the exercise of a worldly spirit. 
Xou would blame the man who should con- 
tinue to indulge his appetite for some plear 
sant fbod^ notwithstanding he had always 
found it injurious to his bodily health. Nor 
would you spare your reproof, were he to 
plead as an excuse, that in the case of many 
of his fiiends such an indulgence was en- 
tirely harmless* You would be prompt to 
reply, that he ought to be governed by the 
evil it works to himself, and not by its effects 
«pon otiiers. In precisely the same way, 
should you judge in regard to worldly com*' 
pony. You will then feel, that, however plea- 
sant it may be, if it is not safe to indulge in 
itj you must deny yourself for the sake of 
your spiritual health. From the want of 
anch self-denial, many young Christians are 
drawn into the vortex of worldliness, to their 
own sad injury, and to the injury of the 
Canseof Christ. 



- » Matt li. 18. 
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2. Love of wealth. The chief aim of the 
men of the present day, would seem to be to 
gather wealth. To be industrious, and pru- 
dent, and successful in business, is a sure 
passport to public respect. The great ma- 
jority delight to honor the man who is known 
to be rapidly making money. It is not to be 
supposed, that you will be altogether uninflu- 
enced by the prevailing tendency of the 
times. In whatever sphere of life you move, 
the love of money may steal into your heart. 
It is not the rich alone, who are in danger of 
becoming covetous. It is not merely the 
man of large business, that is in danger of 
becoming greedy of gain. The man, whose 
means of acquiring money are very limited 
indeed, may be quite as covetous as one who 
can reasonably hope to accumulate more ra» 
pidly. He who thinks himself doing well, 
when he can lay up his five, or ten, or fifty 
dollars each year, may be quite as eager to 
save that small sum, as the man who counts 
his increase by thousands. It is not the situ- 
ation in which you may be placed, that will 
secure you from temptation to oovetousness. 
You are, at all times, and in all places, ex- 
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posed to this temptation ; and you should 
constantly bear in mind the admonition of the 
Sariour : ^^ Take heed and beware of cove- 
tousness ; for a man's life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he pos- 
tiesseth."* 

Nor must you indulge the expectation of 
ayoiding this sin, by ceasing to be industrious, 
refusing to obey the dictates of prudence, or 
by indifference to success in business. Every 
Christian ought to be industrious and pru- 
dent, and to hope for success in his calling. 
But you must take care of the heart, that it 
does not become deyoted to the getting of 
gain ; that you do not come to regard this as 
the great object of life, and to make all other 
things bend to it. If you do not carefully 
guard your affections, you will find yourself, 
coming, it may be by slow and imperceptible 
degrees, to love money more than you love 
Christ. It is to this that the Apostle refers, 
when he calls coyetousness idolatry. It is 
giving to money that place in your affec- 
tions, which belongs to Christ alone. You 

* Lake zii. 16. 
K 
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are told to be " not slothful in business ;" but 
your duty does not stop here ; that to many 
men would be an easy task ; but you are also 
to be "fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.'** 
In order to determine whether this very com- 
mon and very disastrous form of worldliness ia 
stealing upon you, it will be necessary often to 
question yourself with extreme jealousy. Let 
me furnish you with a few hints, to guide your 
examination. Christ has stated the great law 
which is to govern you in all your dealings 
with your fellow men: "All things what- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them,"t Ask yourself 
whether, in your efforts to get gain, you are 
tempted to forget this law. It prohibits all 
hard bargains ; all attempts to get the better of 
another in traffic ; every effort to obtain pos- 
session of another's property, without giving 
a fair equivalent ; and all desire to take ad- 
vantage of the ignorance or the necessities 
of another. If you are tempted, in any 
manner, to violate this law for your own ad- 
vantage, you will see that you need to watch 

* Bom. zii. 11. fMatt vii. 12. 
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yourself very closely, lest your lore of gain 
lead you farther and farther into sin. And 
if you are disposed, in order to increase your 
gains, to slight or omit any of your religious 
duties, you may be very sure that the love of 
money is gaining an undue influence over 
you. It is not necessary to dwell further 
on this subject. It is enough to remind you 
of the need of extreme caution, and to indi- 
cate, in general, the means of detecting in 
yourself the working of this form of world- 
liness. 

8. Love of irreligious looks. This is one 
of the prominent means of leading Christians, 
at the present day, to the indulgence of a 
worldly spirit. It is exceedingly desirable 
that you should read much ; but you should 
be careful what you read, and how you read 
it. Let me explain what I mean by irreli- 
gious books. I allude to books which, from 
the nature of the subjects on which they 
treat, are capable of receiving a tone from 
the irreligious disposition of their authors ; 
and which bear evidence to his indifference or 
opposition to the truths of the Gospel. There 
are purely scientific works, in which we do 
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not ezpect or desire to find any moral or 
theological sentiments. A mathematical, or 
mechanical work, may be a very good, and a 
very safe book, though there is no distinct 
recognition of religion or of morals upon its 
pages. It is very different, however, with a 
large class of books ; that class which se- 
cures by far the largest number of readers ; 
works of history, and of poetry, and of fic- 
tion. If such works, which prove so fasci* 
nating to a large circle of readers, are com- 
posed by one who is indifferent to the religion 
of Christ, or opposed to it, they are likely to 
do very much to encourage a worldly spirit* 
If they judge of men, and of life, by a false 
standard — a standard different from that 
which the Gospel of Christ holds up — those 
who read them will be likely to imbibe some* 
thing of the same style of thinking. They 
will exert an influence, in some measure, like 
that which worldly company exercises. 

In testing the effect of such reading oa 
yourself, you should make inquiries similar to 
those which I suggested under the head of 
worldly company. It may be, that you read 
much, or that your reading is very limited* 
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It matters little what amount of time you 
devote to sucli reading. You can readily as* 
certain, by honest inquiry, its effect upon 
you* Does it help you to ^ set your affection 
on things abore and not on things on the 
earth V* You may remember some book over 
which you have sat long, with undivided at* 
tontion. But you closed the volume at length. 
Did the reading chill your spirit of devotion ? 
Were you more indifferent to prayer, and 
more careless about securing the favor of 
God, and enjoying the presence of Christ ? 
If so, then that book was exerting a bad in- 
fluence upon you. It is sufficient, in itself, 
to prove, that you need to watch over and 
control your love for reading, lest it become t^ 
snare to you. In the case of too many, their 
love for improper books is a proof, and at th« 
same time a means, of increasing their invet* 
erate worldliness. 

. 4. Lave of dresi* Do not be surprised 
that I call your attention to this subject ; for- 
the number of those, in whom a worldly spirit 
takes this form, is very great, not only among 
the young, but also among those of riper 

years. Neatness and propriety of dress maj 

k3 
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natorallj be expected of a Christian. One 
who is slovenly in his external appearance, 
will generally be slovenly in his religious 
habits. A well regulated mind and heart 
will, ordinarily, be found accompanied by a 
neat personal appearance. But there is a 
great difference between a proper regard to 
neatness and a love of display. You may 
be careful to be arrayed with neatness and 
propriety, without injury to your religious 
feelings. Properly regulated religious feeU 
ings demand such carefulness. But you can- 
not begin to consult for display, to dress for 
the sake of show, without impairing your re- 
ligious character. Your own experience will, 
perhaps, teach you this. 

It would not be proper to enter here into 
any particulars on the subject of dress, or to 
attempt to draw the line between a proper 
regard to personal appearance, and a love 
for dress. You can do this for yourself. 
Nor would it be advisable to detail all the 
evils that may ensue from the fostering of a 
passion for fine clothing. I appeal to the 
effect on religious character. If this is in- 
jured, you suffer indeed. When you begio, 
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to dress in order to attract the attention of 
others, or to surpass tliem in show ; when jott 
find your attention to dress drawing yovif 
heart away from prayer, and other religious 
duties — ^then be sure that your love of dress 
is becoming an evil of no small importance, 
and that you are seeking the things that are 
on the earth rather than those that are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand 
of God. 

It would be easy to enlarge on the particu<< 
lar indications of a worldly spirit ; to poini 
out the evils resulting from the love of popu- 
larity, the love of excitement, and the love of 
pleasure ; by all of which you are liable to 
be tempted^ But it would occupy too much 
space in a work like this ; and, moreover, you 
can yourself follow out the examination in 
the manner already indicated. If you find 
any of these things taking that place in yom^ 
heart -which belongs to Christ and heavenly 
things, you must look to Him, who is able to 
Buccour those who are tempted. 

All of the thmgs, to which I have drawn 
your attention, belong to that sin of woiidU- 
ncss against which the Scriptures so solemnly 
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warn you. It was not an imaginary danger, 
that the Apostle had in view, when he used 
that impressive language: ^^Loye not the 
world, neither the things that are in thd 
world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, hut is of the world."* By these 
temptations, emanating from "the world," 
or from "the things of the earth," you are 
continually liable to be assailed. 
. It becomes a matter of serious moment to 
inquire how you may escape the danger to 
which you are exposed. You cannot safely 
place reliance on your own strength of mind, 
us a defence from the insidious approaches of 
the love of the world. You need higher aid. 
Your refuge is in humble prayer to Him who 
giveth strength to the weak, and aid to the 
tempted. You must send up your prayer to 
Him for an increase of faith. I have, 
throughout this work, urged upon you the ne- 
cessity of a simple and hearty belief of the 
. ■■ III .1. I » 

* 1 John iL 15, 16. 
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truths of the Bible. You need that same 
faith now, as a defence against worldliness. 
" Whatsoever is born of God, oyercometh the 
world; and this is the yictory that oyercometh 
the world, even our faith."* Believe what 
the Scriptures teach in regard to the ^^ things 
which are above/' Impress on your mind, 
by frequent meditation, a sense of their su- 
preme excellence and worth. Never lose 
sight of their infinite value, and you will find 
your afiections continually tending heaven- 
ward. A constant faith in Christ, now en- 
throned, in glory, and beckoning you to man- 
sions in the skies, will effectually secure you 
against the approaches of worldliness. 

* 1 John V. 4, 
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CHAPTER XL 

DUTT OF A CHUECn MEMBER. 

« That thou majost know how thou oushtest to hehaTOf 
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of tha 
ttving God, the pillar and ground of the truth.-— 
1 Tim. iii. 16. 

I SUPPOSE that you liaye now adyanced so 
far as to haye taken your place as a member 
of a church of Christ. You are now ready to 
inquire how you shall conduct yourself as a 
member of a church, so that you may please 
Christ. You will find, in the New Testament, 
all the information that you require. I need 
only give you some of the outlines of your 
duty, with some suggestions to show the im* 
portance of following the rules laid down in 
the Bible. Search until you learn all that the 
Bible can teach you. As I hare before said, 
if you desire to render a hearty obedience, you 
will not be satisfied until you have learned 
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wliat is required of you, and have steadily set 
yourself to the doing of it. 

I. Duties to tour Pastor. 

The duty of furnishing him a support, I place 
first, not, however, because I think it the most 
important. Paul, in writing to the Church 
at Corinth, says: ^^Do ye not know that 
they which minister about holy things, live of 
the things of the temple ? and they which 
wait at the altar, are partakers with the altar ? 
Even so hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the Gospel should live of the 
Gospel."* Our Lord himself had previously 
laid down the general principle that ^Hhe 
laborer is worthy of his hire."t He brings 
it in to show the just claim that those who de- 
vote themselves to preaching the Gospel have 
to a supply of their wants. But, if this be 
true — ^if every pastor should have a support — 
who is to give it? You want to know 
whether you have any duty in the case. 
Turn to the words of the Apostle. "Let 
him that is taught in the word commu- 
nicate to him that teacheth in all good 



• 1 Cor. ix. 18, 14. f Luke z. 7. 
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things."* Now, has the church to which yon 
belong a pastor who devotes himself to the 
work of the ministry? Then you have a 
duty to perform. It is your duty, as you are 
taught in the word, to communicate to him 
that teacheth in all good t}iings. You are 
palled to act a liberal part. Do not ask how 
little he can possibly live upon. That would 
not be to obey the command. Do not pursue 
a niggardly, stingy course ; but communicate, 
freely, amply, to him that teacheth in aU 
good things. Do thus to him for the sake of 
the Saviour whom you serve. It will be 
pleasing to Him, for He bids you do it. I do 
not, of course;, say how much you ought to do* 
That you can and must decide. But what* 
ever you give, let it be with the desire to 
please Christ, and to secure His smile. If 
what you give pleases Him; if you can hope 
that He will Bay, ^'Well done, good and 
faithful servant" — you have then done enough. 
But otherwise, you have left undone a part of 
what you ought to have done. 
. JEsteem your pastor. ^^And we beseech 

* 0al. Ti. 6. 
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you, brethren, to know them which labor 
among you, and are over jou in the Lord, 
and admonish you ; and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work's sake."* Such 
is the instruction of the Gospel on this sub- 
ject. Ton will see at once the tendency of 
ibis esteem to giye effect to your pastor's 
ministrations. Erery man has the desire of 
esteem ; that is, all wish to be thought well 
of by those al)out them. When any one has 
a consciousness that he possesses the esteem 
of others, he is happier, and, as he is happier, 
he will labor with more spirit and success. 
Let your pastor see that you esteem him very 
highly in love for his work's sake, and you 
Will do much id promote the peace and pros- 
perity of the church. But, independently of 
this, you will be doing your duty. That will 
be pleasing to Ood, which, as I have said be- 
fore, is your highest concern. 

Pray for your pastor. I need only allude 
to this duty. If you esteem him highly, 
you will be likely to remember him in your 
prayers. How desirable the prayers of his 



* 1 Tbess. T. 12, 18. 
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brethren were to Paul, you may judge from 
the frequency with which he asks them to 
pray for him.* If Paul thus prized the pray- 
ers of his brethren, do not forget to pray for 
your pastor. Pray that his labors may be 
made the means of blessing to the church, and 
to those yet without. In the answer to such 
prayers, you will yourself be blessed. 

II. Duties to tour Brethren. 

Live in love. When Christ was about to 
leave his disciples, He addressed to them 
these heart-melting words : " A new com- 
mandment give I unto you, that ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another. By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another.''t And twice afterwards, on that 
memorable evening, He repeats the command, 
as though anxious to press it most deeply on 
their attention. ^^ This is my commandment, 
that ye love one another as I have loved you." 
^^ These things I command you, that ye love 
one another.":|: All the passages that might 

* Rom. XT. 80 ; Eph. tI. 18, 19 ; 1 Thess. t. 26 ; 
2 Thess. iii. 1. 

t John ziii. 84, 86. I John xt. 12, 17. 
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be gathered from the writings of the Apos* 
HeSy could add no force to this reiterated 
injunction of Christ* He gires it as a com« 
mand) and makes the keeping of it a test of 
friendship to Himself. After repeating Hia 
command once, and before giving utterance 
to it again. He sajs : ^ Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I have commanded jou."'*' 
The command, then, comes to you with 
very great authority ; and your business now 
is to set yourself seriously and prayerfully to 
carry it out, both in its letter, and in its 
spirit. You must call up and examine your 
feelings toward your brethren; and if yon 
find that other than feelings of love have 
etept into your heart, remember Christ's 
words r ^^ As I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another." You may say, that one 
or another has not treated you with as much 
respect or consideration as he ought; or he 
has done something calculated to injure you 
in some way. That may all be true. But 
it does not alter the command of Christ* 
^' As I have loved you/' He says. How has 

^■■^^■^^l^i^il— ^M^^M^I I II I I I III I II ■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ 1^ 
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He loved you? Were you always well-dis-' 
posed towards Him ? Have you never failed 
in respect towards Him? Ah, how much 
more cause has your Saviour to complain of 
your treatment towards Him, than you have 
to find fault with the manner of any of your 
brethren towards you ! Yet Christ has loved 
you. And though you now often show your- 
self very neglectful of Him, yet He loves 
you still. As He has loved, and does love 
you, — so love your brethren. He puts it in 
this light, doubtless with a design that you 
should humbly look at yourself, and your own 
course toward Him. The effort to call up 
the manner in which Christ has loved you, ia 
well calculated to awaken feelings of humble 
gratitude. And while feelings of humble 
gratitude to Him, who has pardoned freely 
your offences, and loves you notwithstanding 
all, exist in your mind, you cannot be unfor* 
giving to your brethren, nor be unwilUng to 
love them, even though they may not have 
acted towards you as they ought to have done. 
But I need say no more on this subject. The 
love of Christ .to you is fully sufficient to 
banish from your heart every feeling except 
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that of love. Let love always rule. When- 
ever you are tempted to admit any other 
feeling, remember the words of Christ : " As 
I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another." 

If this feeling of love is at all times burn- 
ing within your heart, you will naturally be 
prompted to pray for your brethren ; to ex- 
hort them; to bear their burdens; to as- 
semble with them ; to forgive all offences. 

On two points let me dwell a little more 
fully. The Apostle exhorts the Hebrews to 
meet together, and condemns those who neg- 
lect this duty. " Not forsaking the assem- 
bling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is."* Sincere love among all the mem- 
bers of the Church, will tend to draw them 
together. If you have such love, you will be 
present at their seasons of public worship, at 
their times of social prayer, and when they 
meet to attend to the business which devolves 
on them as a Church of Christ. In each and 
all of these, you have an interest in common 
with your brethren. It is only as the interest 



* Heb. X, 26. 
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of all is drawn out in these various ways, that 
the good of the whole is most fully promoted. 
Whatever is of sufficient interest to the 
Church to induce them to come together, 
ought to be of sufficient interest fo you to 
induce you to meet with them. Do not select 
the season of public worship, and neglect the 
other meetings. Do not deem any of them 
unimportant ; or your absence from your 
brethren at any of them as of no conse- 
quence. It is a matter of importance to 
yourself at least ; for you want to cherish aa 
enduring love for your brethren. If you ne- 
glect to meet with them, you will become in- 
different to their interests. You want also 
to grow in grace, which, as I have said, is to 
form a habit of faithfully and cheerfully doing 
your duty, at all times, and in all particulars. 
K you do not form this habit, yon will be a 
constant sufferer. If you neglect one duty^ 
temptation to neglect another will be more 
likely to overcome you. But a punctual ob-» 
servance of all meetings of the Church, is 
also important from its influence on others* 
By your steadfast and regular attendance on 
these meetings, you will be giving to others 
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an ezamplei that will not be without its effect. 
For your own adyantage^ then, and for the 
good of others ; for the sake of preserving 
and increasing the mutual love of the whole 
of the members of the Church; be careful in 
obeying the letter and the spirit of the in- 
junction cited above. Whenever and where- 
ever your brethren meet, meet with them. 

On the treatment of offences, I would refer 
you to the language of Christ. "If thy 
brother shall- trespass against thee, go and 
tell him his fault between thee and him alone: 
if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established. And if he shall neglect 
to hear them, tell it unto the Church ; but if 
he neglect to hear the Church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a pub- 
lican."* The design of this injunction, is to 
secure peace in the Churches of Christ. If 
it were carried out, there would be little dis- 
cord or strife in them. Go first to thy 

* Matt XTiii. 15—17. 
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brother wlio has offended thee, and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone. In 
many cases, you will find this sufficient to se- 
cure a return of kindly and Christian feeling. 
If not, take one or two with thee. This may 
avail. If so, happy will it be. If not, then 
tell it to the Church. Perchance this last 
effort may be successful, and you will of 
course rejoice in it^ If he, however, will not 
hear them, then adjcnonition and effort have 
been tried to the utmost. He must be put 
out, and peace will reign within. Think 
often on this rule of Christ and its effects, 
and follow the course He enjoins. 

There is one more injunction, to which I 
wish to call your attention. I presume that 
most of those, with whom I converse by 
means of these pages, are young. If you 
belong to that class, you will not pass by this 
without due reflection. It is one of those 
passages in which your duty is laid down ; 
and I assume that you wish to know all that 
the Scriptures require of you. Tou have 
frequently read the passage ; but perhaps you 
have not made a personal application of it to 
yourself. " Likewise, ye younger, submit 
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yourselves nnto the elder. Yea, all of yon 
be subject one to another, and be clothed 
with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble."* The 
Apostle has in mind the ordinary character- 
istics of youth. They are active, energetic, 
self-confident, impatient of all kinds of re- 
straint. He would have these tendencies of 
youth kept under due control, lest they mar 
the peace of the Churches. There is a cer« 
tain bearing and deportment becoming the 
young in their intercourse with their elder 
brethren. "Ye younger, submit youlrselves 
unto the elder." Do not forget this. It 
points out the part that you are to perform. 
Do you shrink from it ? Then strive to obey 
the latter part of the injunction, "Be clothed 
with humility." Thus what is hard to you 
now, will become easy. 

After giving this direction especially to the 
young, the Apostle makes it general : " Yea^ 
all of you be subject one to another." That 
is, all should be willing to take the lowest 
place ; as the Apostle Paul expresses it : " In 

♦IPeterv. 4. 
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honor preferring one another/'* But do not 
allow yourself to feel as though the extension 
of the injunction to all, freed you from the 
necessity of obedience. Even though your 
elders may be sadly wanting in the spirit 
enjoined, do not you forsake the line of duty 
marked out for you. Obey the command in 
the spirit and in the letter. Let love and 
humility always possess your heart, and you 
will find it easy and pleasant to discharge 
this and every other duty devolving on yoa 
as a member of a Church of Christ. 

^RoDLZiLlO. 



THE WALK IK CHBISI. 133 



CHAPTER XII. 

DUTY TO THE WORLD. 

*<As ire have therefore opportunity, let tis do good 
onto all men." — Gal. li. 10. 

** Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature."-— Mabk xtL 15. 

In tbe course of these chapters, the ex* 
ample and instructions of Christ have been 
frequently referred to. In so far as you can 
do so, it is your duty to follow His example. 
In looking at the history of His life, which 
the Evangelists have written, you see that 
the doing of good was his daily occupation. 
^^ Leaving us ah example, that ye should 
follow His steps.''* There can be no more 
glorious course held out to you, than the imi- 
tation of Christ. If you feel a just sense of 
the evil of sin, and have begun to be at- 
tracted by the beauty of holiness, you will 

» 2 Peter ii. 21. 
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always look with pleasure on the laborious, 
unselfish, spotless life of Christ. Could you 
only live as He lived ; in the world, but not 
of the world ; you feel that it Would be an 
unspeakably blessed life. But remember, that 
you are to study Hiff example, and to imitate 
it, as far as may be possible to you. 

If you look at His manner of doing good 
to men, you will see that there was no devo- 
tion to one kind of well doing to the neglect, 
of others. He was no less ready to give 
bread to the hungering mukitude, than to 
proclaim the truths whi^h He came to teach. 
Because the knowledge of the Gospel was so 
important. He did not confine Himself to 
preaching it, and forget the pressing wanta 
of the poor, the sick,, the sorrowing. NoTy 
because the temporal! needs of men were so 
numerous, did He lose sight of the necessity 
of the Gospel to do away with the evils of 
their hearts. There are now two kinds of 
benevolence in the worli^ .One of these. 
would aim only to relieve the temporal ; the 
other, only the spirituid wants of men. One 
gives religious teaching, but has no open 
hand to supply bread to the starving. The 
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other is ready to give bread to the hungry^ 
and medicine to the sick ; but has no heart 
to speak of those religious truths^ which are 
healing and strength to the soul. It is not, 
however, my design to pursue this subject, 
and show fully the character of each class. I 
wish to lead you to abhor both the hypocrisy 
of those who are ready to give religious coun- 
sel, but have no hand to aid the temporal ne- 
cessities of their fellow-men ; and the ungod- 
liness of those who are ready to supply bodily 
wants, but minister not to the well-being of 
the soul. The Scriptures condemn equally 
1)oth these classes. I wish you to see that 
Christian benevolence must be a benevolence 
^e that of Christ ; a care for both body and 
soul. He had compassion both on those who 
suffered temporal evils, and on those who 
were suffering evils that sprung from their 
own unholy hearts. He wept at the grave 
of Lazarus in syippathy with human sorrow ; 
He wept over Jerusalem in pity for human 
guilt. He always looked upon guilt as the 
cause of sorrow and suffering; and sorrow 
f^nd suffering as the effect of human guilt. 

By His religious teaching. He laid the axe at 

M 
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the root of the evil. By His sympathy for 
the sorrowing, and His aid to the suffering, 
He lopped off its branches. His object was 
to remove evil, both root and branch. 

Do you ask, then, what duty you owe to 
the world? Go ye and do likewise. Be 
ready, with open hand, to bless the poor and 
needy. Be ready to sympathize with those 
who suffer or sorrow. Be ready to teach the 
truths you have learned in the spirit of Christ. 
The events of each day may, perchance, bring 
you in contact with those, who need just what 
you are able to give. The poor want bread 
and clothing; the sick want medicine and 
care ; the suffering want sympathy ; the sor- 
rowing and bereaved want consolation; the 
erring need reproof, or counsel, or advice; 
the penitent need to be told of the mercy of 
Ood in Christ Jesus. In some or all of these 
ways, you may, perhaps, daily find or make 
an opportunity to do good. Do not forget, 
then, the command, ^^ As you have opportu- 
nity, therefore, do good to all men." 

Let me now turn yolir attention more par- 
ticularly to the obligations that rest upon 
you, to assist in carrying out the com- 



7HB WALK IK OHRIST. 187 

sJsflion, which Christ gayd to His disciples : 
** €ro ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature." Two things de- 
viaind your attention — the import of the com-* 
mand, and the means by which it may be 
fulfilled. 

Its import is, that the Gospel is . to be 
preaiched to every creature under the whole 
heaven ; and that "those, who have already 
heard it, are to see that it is carried, to all. 
Ace you aware how little comparatively has 
been done towards the fulfilment of that com* 
mand ; and how many have never yet heard 
of Christ and Him Crucified ? If you have 
not yet made these things familiar to your 
mind, suppose you examine some recent work 
<»n Geography, and see how many millions 
of human beings there are at present in 
the world, and how large a proportion of 
them are still unacquainted with the GospeL 
According to one estimate, now beside me, 
there are nine hundred and thirty-eight mil- 
lions o{ inhabitants in the world. Of these, 
two hundred and fifty-three millions are 
reckoned as Christians; four millions as Jews ; 
one hundred and twenty-three millions as Mo- 
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bammedans ; and five hundred and sixt j-ond 
millions as Pagans. The two hundred and 
fifty-three millions of Christians comprise all 
those nations in which the Christian religion 
is the prominent one. Subtracting that num- 
ber from the whole population of the earthy 
there are then six hundred and eighty-five 
millions, who make no claim at all to the name 
of Christian, or to the blessings of Chris^ 
tianity. Look at this statement, and pondeif 
it well. It may be fairly inferred, that the 
greater part of these have never heard of sal-» 
vation by faith in Christ. By some, the num- 
ber of these is estimated at six hundred mil-» 
lions. The command of Christ means that to 
these six hundred millions the Gospel should 
be preached ; and it is to be preached by 
Christians. Nay, more than this, it means 
that to all, who have heard the Gospel, but have 
not yet exercised faith in Christ, its solemn 
warnings and its gracious invitations should still 
be uttered, till they turn from their evil ways, 
or pass beyond the reach of human efibrt. 
The world includes all, wherever they live, 
who have not exercised that repentance to- 
ward God, and that faith in Christ, of which 
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I have spoken in previous chapters. These 
are they, " that are without."* These con- 
stitute " the whole world that lieth in wicked- 
ness/'t They may be your nearest relative^ 
and friends, or they may be among those who 
live in the darkest heathen land. To these 
you owe a duty. To each, and all of these^ 
do good as you have opportunity. 

By what means shall you aim to have the 
Gospel preached everywhere, and everywhere 
embraced ? 

First, by your personal character and influ- 
ences. " Ye," says Christ, " are the light of 
the world. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works^ 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven."* 
The tendency of a consistent Christian life, is 
to lead those who behold it to think of God, 
and to glorify Him. Do not, then, put out 
the light of the world, and leave it in dark- 
ness; but be very careful that your light 
shines brightly. That is, give to the world 
the benefit of your example. See that you 
follow Christ; and then the world may safely 



* 1 These. It. 12. f ^ ^^^ ^- ^^* t Matt. v. 14, 16. 
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follow you. Thus even when your lips speak 
not, your life will preach. Christ your Sa- 
viour expects this of you, that the world 
may be benefited, and your Father in heaven 
glorified. 

But you can, by personal effort, do some- 
thing to bring others ^' to lay hold upon the 
hope set before us"* in the Gospel. There is, 
much preaching of the Gospel needed, even 
in this land, before it can come to be generally 
understood and received. Its truths must be 
again and again presented, in a plain and 
simple manner, to men. You may do this by 
personal conversation. There are very few 
who are unwilling to listen to Christian advice 
and exhortation, when given in a kind and 
conciliatory manner. Of course, in this, as 
in all things, judgment must be exercised, aa 
to the time and manner of address. You will 
judge of this, in a good measure, from the 
character of the person whom you approach, 
and from the circumstances of the case. But 
if you are watchful and prudent, you will find. 



* H«b. tL 18. 
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or make many opportunities for doing good in 
tHs manner. 

You can also do very much by the circula- 
tion of religious books and tracts. This is a 
means that has often been employed with very 
cheering results. You take up some book or 
tract, and, on reading it, you may find some- 
thing that you think would be profitable to 
8ome one of your acquaintances. Lend or 
give the work to him, or induce him to pur- 
chase and read it for himself. For instance, 
in perusing these pages you may find some 
truth adapted to the case of some relative or 
friend. By bringing the truth before his mind, 
you may do him a very great, perhaps, the 
greatest possible kindness. Mark that pass- 
age, then, and loan or give him the book^ 
When you have once begun to use religious 
books as a means of doing good, you will find 
80 many proofs of the usefulness of this instru- 
mentality, that you will not easily be induced 
to abandon it. You may thus be instrumental 
in putting the means of religious admonition 
and instruction within the reach of very many, 
who, perhaps, would not otherwise possess 
them. It will be a pleasing thing, on your 
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dying bed, to be able to look back over tlie 
pathway of life, and reflect that yon have 
been scatteritig good seed along its whole 
length. Do not by present neglect, deprive 
yourself of the pleasure of thus looking back 
from the end of life. 

You may b^efit those who are far off from 
you, by joining your efforts with those of yonr 
brethren, who are using means to cause the 
Gospel to be preached abroad. The plan is a 
very simple one. There are some who are will- 
ing to go and preach the Gospel. There are 
others who remain behind, and support those 
tihat have gone. They give them their sym- 
pathy, their advice, their contributions, and 
their prayers. The missionary, and those at 
home, who contribute to the missionary ca4ise, 
are all aiming at one object. They jcnn to- 
gether to accomplish it. The part that each 
performs is necessary. It is necessary that 
some go to preach; it is necessary that he who 
goes be supported ; and it is necessary that 
those, who do not go, contribute for the sup- 
port of those who do. Paul, when he was- 
preaching as a missionary in Greece and Borne, 
was aided by the contributions of his brethren 
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yrho remained in their own homes. See how he 
refers to the aid that was sent to him bj the 
Philippians. ^^ Now, ye Philippians, know also, 
that in the beginning of the gospel, when I 
departed from Maeedonia, no church commu- 
nicated with me, as concerning giving and re- 
ceiving, bat ye only. For even in Thessalonioa, 
ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 
Not because I desire a gift : but I desire firuit 
that may abound to your account. But I 
have all and abound. I am full, having re- 
ceived of Epaphroditus the things which were 
sent from you, an odor of a sweet smell, a 
sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God.''* 
you- would, perhaps, consider it an honor, if 
you had been one of those Philippians. It 
was a lasting honor to those brethren; and 
tiiey will not lose their reward at the last day* 
Sut the honor was in supporting, not Paul the 
man, but Paul the Apostle, or Missionary of 
Jesus Christ. It is because Paul was preach- 
ing Christ and Him crucified, and because they 
contributed to his needs while thus employed, 
that the Philippians will be so honorably re- 

*PhU.iT. 16-18. 
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warded at last. * Now you can contrlbttte, not 
to the support of Paul, but to the support of 
one who is preaching just the same truths 
that Paul preached. If you do contribute to 
the support of such an one, and because he is 
preaching Christ, you are doing an honorable 
work; and it will be seen to be such when 
that same Christ comes in the clouds of 
heaven. 

In all these ways that I have mentioned, 
begin at once to manifest your love for Christ 
and for your fellow men. I have already re- 
ferred to the duty of prayer for all men. But 
prayer and effort must be joined together. It 
was so that Christ did. And so did Paul, and 
the other Apostles of our Lord. They, during 
their day and generation, thus carried on the 
work of God in the world. You are to serve 
God, in like manner, in your day. Be not a 
sluggard in the work. And never become 
'^ weary in well doing, for in due season, we . 
shaU reap, if we faint not."* 

*Gal. vi.9. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

USKS OF APFLICTIOK. 

'' Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joy- 
ous, but grioYons; neyertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaoeable fruit of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby." Heb. zii. 11. 

« And not only so but we glory in tribulation also, 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not 
ashamed ; because the Iotc of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us." — 
Bom. T. 8--5. 

Thus f»r my main object has been to point 
you to the actire duties which you are to per* 
form. These constitute a large portion of the 
Christian life. Yet you must expect some* 
times to suffer as well as to act. You have to 
learn submission to God both in suffering and 
in action. Before closing this work, therefore, 
let me turn your attention to the afflictions 
which you may be called upon to endure, and 
point to the uses you should make of such dis- 
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pensations of God's providence. Tour views 
of affliction must be formed from the Scrip- 
tures, and not from the opinions commonly 
held by the men of this world. Grenerally, in 
their estimation, afflictions are evil, and only 
evil. If they refer them at all to God as 
their source, they never regard them as indi- 
cations of His goodness and love. Hence 
their impatience under their trials and suffer- 
ings. In many cases, afflictions excite in their 
hearts a more determined opposition to God* 
You will remember the language of Jehovah 
to the Jews: " Why should ye be stricken any 
more ? ye will revolt more and more."* Such 
language would often be very applicable to 
the ungodly. *You, however, must look upon 
afflictions with very different feelings. You will 
draw your views of them from the Scriptures. 

First, notice the general design of all the 
dealings of Qod with His people, whether 
afflictive or otherwise. " And we know that 
all things work together for good to them that 
love Groi ; to them who are the called accord- 
ing to his purpose."t '^^ T^lmi import of 
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this passage is, that God designs to secure the 
highest good of each of his children; and that 
He will make every thing tend to that result. 
He directs every thing concerning you. There 
is no one thing, that affects you pleasantly or 
unpleasantly, which is not under His control. 
Let this truth he firmly fastened in your mind. 
All your afflictions, then, of whatever kind 
they may be, whether affecting your mind, 
your body, or your estate, are from God, 
and are designed by Him to promote your 
good. 

As He knows best what will secure your 
interests, He will choose accordingly. He 
sends afflictions oidy when your good de« 
mands them. ^^ For the Lord will not cast 
off forever. But though He cause grief, yet 
will He have compassion according to the 
multitude of His mercies. For He doth not 
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of 
men."* ^^ Furth^more, we have had fathers 
of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence : shall we not much rather be 
in subjection to the Father of Spirits and 
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live ? For they verily for a few days chas- 
tened us after their own pleasure ; but He for 
our profit ; that we might be partakers of His 
holiness.*'* These passages abundantly prove 
that afflictions are only sent when needed. 
When they come upon you, then^ they should 
teach you humility. Instead of proudly mur- 
muring, as though you had been dealt with 
harshly, begin to examine yourself, in order 
to see what in your spirit and temper, in your 
life and conversation, needs to be corrected ; 
to see in what you come short of that holi- 
ness, of which God designs you to be a par- 
taker. Instead of complaining, you will then 
find reason to be thankful, that His strokes 
are so few and so light. You will feel that 
they have not been proportioned to your sins. 
You will find mercy and goodness in them, 
and will rejoice in the discovery. 

One great reason why the men of this 
world err in their opinion of afilictions, is 
because they confine their views to the pre- 
sent. The good which they seek, belongs to 
this world. ' Present ease, present enjoyment, 

• Heb. xu. 9, 10. 
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present possessions, are the main objects of 
their desire. But the Scriptures call jou to 
^^seek those things that are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right band of God ; to 
set your affections on things above, and not 
on things on the earth/'* You are not to be 
satisfied with any good that is not enduring. 
You are a pilgrim and stranger on earth. 
And whatever you may gather of earthly 
good, you can carry nothing with you. The 
only permanent blessing — ^the only good you 
can bear from this world into that to which 
you go-— is a heart subdued to the will of 
God ; a heart prepared to join in the holy 
services of saints and angels iit heaven. 
When you come to the hour of death, your 
peace will depend, not on what you possess, 
but on what you are. You may be poor as 
Lazarus, and yet be wafted at once by angel- 
attendants to Abraham's bosom. Or you 
may have at command all the treasures of 
the earth; yet if you have not "holiness 
without which no man shall see the Lord,''t 
you will be unspeakably poor forever. Do 

*Col. iiLl,2. fHeb. xu. 14. 
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you believe this ? I know you do. But have 
you dwelt upon it so that it has become one 
of those settled truths, which continually in- 
fluence you? You need to meditate often 
and long upon it, until you habitually feel 
that holiness is that one thing, which you 
should, above all others, labor to secure. 
. Now the afflictions, which God sends upon 
you, are designed to make you a partaker of 
His holiness, and of all the blessings which 
flow from its possession. Can you draw any 
comparison between the afflictions that you 
may have to suffer, and the blessings they 
are designed to secure to you? Can you, 
for a moment, think any pain, that lasts but 
for a short season, a re^ hea^y evil, when it 
works for you a joy that shall never end ? 
The Apostle Paul has left us his opinion of 
the sufferings which the people of God endure. 
" For I reckon that the sufferings of this pre- 
sent time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that shall be revealed in us.'** 
^* For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 

» Bom. Tiu. 18. 
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and eternal weight of glory."* Surely, if 
such be the results of afBiction, if you be- 
lieve — and you must believe — ^that they ard 
designed to work for you a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory, you will not 
be disposed to murmur at them, however se- 
vere they may be during their continuance. 
You will, at least, be patient under them; 
and, perchance, you will feel prepared to join 
with the Apostle, and glory in tribulations 
also* 

But it is not my design merely to urge you 
to be patient in your trials. I should not do 
justice to the views which the Scriptures pre- 
sent to us, were I to be satisfied with this. 
Nor do I mean to assert that afflictions are 
to be desired in themselves. You are not to 
choose to suffer ; to prefer a life of suffering 
to a life of ease ; in order that you may 
show how bravely you can endure trouble and 
sorrow. But when God lays upon you His 
afflicting hand, you are not to sink in despon- 
dency, or rise in rebellion against Him. You 
may say with the Saviour : " my Father I 

n2 * 2 Cor. iY. 17. 
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if it be possible, let this cap pass from me ;" 
but you must also be ready to exclaim : 
^^ Kevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
wilt/'* At times, when some heavy affliction 
first presses upon you, you may find it di£S- 
cult to bow without murmuring to the will of 
God. But you must check every rising mur* 
mar ; and must, moreover, try to reap posi- 
tive benefit from the trial. It was thus that 
the Psalmist did. ^^ Before I was afflicted I 
went astray, but now have I kept Thy word." 
^' It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 
that I might learn Thy 8tatutes."t Here 
was good fruit from affliction. The Psalmist 
was drawn nearer to God by this means. 
You may not be able to tell at what time, and 
in what manner, afflictions may come* Leave 
that in the hand of God. Be it your care to 
be ready to derive spiritual good from them. 
The proper use of them, is to draw you back 
from your wanderings, to detach you from 
earth and earthly dependence, and make you 
lay hold on Christ as all your trust. You 
have already learned to look to Him as the 

♦Matt. xxvi. 89. fPa, cxix. 67, 71. 
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source of all jour salvation. You must also 
learn that He is the sufficient source of hap* 
piness to you. You probably remember the 
devout exclamation of 6od*s ancient servant : 
"Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and 
there is none upon earth I desire beside Thee. 
Mj flesh and mj heart faileth ; but God is 
the strength of my heart, and my portion 
forever."* It is not every Christian, I fear, 
that is prepared to utter these words with a 
full understanding of their meaning. The 
work of God is far advanced in that soul, 
which is thoroughly convinced of the suffi- 
ciency of God for its happiness. Do you 
feel fully satisfied that the presence and the 
love of God could make you happy, though 
every other good were removed; and that 
without this you could not be happy, though 
you possessed every thing else that men con- 
sider desirable ? Is your heart attracted so 
powerfully towards Christ, that you can say 
with the Apostle Paul : " Having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ, which is ^far 
better ?"t It is, doubtless, true that you 



*Ps.lxxiiL26, 26. tI*^-»-28. 
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know Bomethmg of the precioasness of Christ 
as the source of salvation. Yet it may be 
necessary that you should learn, in the school 
of affiction, all His preciousness, and the full 
value of His love. 

The plan which the Saviour adopts, in the 
impartation of spiritual blessings, is first to 
awaken a strong desire for them, and then to 
satisfy that desire. He designs to make 
known to you all the fullness of His love, and 
to fill your soul with the joy which that love 
alone can confer. If, by means of afflictions, 
He has drawn your attention to Himself, and 
caused you to long for His presence as your 
chief good ; then He will be ready to mani- 
fest Himself to you in the fullness of His 
mercy and grace. Such has been the expe- 
rience of His people in all ages. Seasons 
of affliction have drawn their affections from 
earth ; and have made Christ and heaven— 
the Eternal and the unseen— objects of long- 
ing desire. And when these longing desires 
have been awakened in their hearts, they 
have had such gracious indications of the 
presence and the love of Christ, as they 
never knew before: such as to make them 
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literally " rejoice "with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory."* I trust that you may thus 
find all your a£3ictions the means of bringing 
you nearer to Christ, and of bringing Christ 
nearer to you. If you so use afflictions, the 
'weet lines written by Pearce, that devoted 
servant of God, during his last illness, will 
express your experience also 2 

In the floods of tribulation, 

While the billows o'er me roll, 
Jesus whispers consolation, 

And supports my fainting soul : 
Sweet affliction ! 

That brings Jesus to mj soul. 

Here, in darkest dispensations, 

Doth my faithful Lord appear ; 
With His richest consolations, 

To reanimate and cheer: 
Sweet affliction ! 

Thus to bring my Sayiour near. 

In the sacred page recorded. 
Thus His word securely stands : 

<* Fear not, I'm in trouble near thee ; 
Nought shall pluck thee from my hands." 

Sweet affliction I 
Every word my loye demands. 



* Peter i. 8. 
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All I meet I find asnsts me 
In my path to heavenly joy, — 

Where, though trials now attend me, 
Trials never more annoy : 

Sweet affliction I 
Thus to end in ceaseless joy. 



THE END. 
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^001 tht «< Chriitian Bniew,** lUv, 8, F. ^nuth, EUttr.S 

'< This is the only treatise or extended discussion on the 
office, of Deacons, which we have ever seen. The subject 
has occasionally called forth an essay at a minister's, 
meeting, which has been read, approved, and laid aside ; 
but nothing of any importance nas before found its way 
to the press. The treatise of Dr. Howell is calm, clear, 
full, and Scriptural. In nine brief chapters, it exhibits the 
origin and nature of the Deacon's office, the qualifications 
for the office, the election and ordination of deacons, their 
general and specific duties ; the means of creating and sus- 
taining the necessary revenues in the church, deaconesses^ 
the duty of the churches and the ministnr to co-operat« 
with the deacons, and the importance of faithfulness on 
the part of the latter. The cnapter on the revenues of 
churches seems to us to have but a loose connection with 
the subject under discussion ; and although its principles 
may be sound, we doubt if it had not better been reserved 
for another occasion. Dr. H. takes the ground that the 
office of deacons is perpetual, and that their calling is to 
take care of all the temporalities of the church. Hence 
he assigns to them not only the customary duties of dea- 
cons, but also, ex-officiis, the duties which m New England 
are commonly devolved on a Society's Committee and 
Treasvirer. He recommends that a person elected by the 
church to the office of deacon should be presented by the 
church to the pastor, who is to pray for and afterward! 
to lar his hands upon him. He suggests that in all wel) 
•gulate'd Baptist churches, there are female members who 
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are, though not by express designation, deaconesses; that 
they are needed and useful in all countries, and in oriental 
ones, indispensable. Our modern churches have retain«)d 
the office without the name. The volume is a sound and 
sober exhibition of opinions which we believe are, on the 
whole, capable of being sustained by Scripture, — well 
arranged and well expressed. We hope the little book 
will find a wide circulation, and do good in promoting 
among the churches uniformity, order and piety." 



From the " Baptitt Memorial;** Rev. Dr. Babcock, Editor, 
« Pastors and Deacons ahoold both study this treatise.'* 



From the Rev, J. Newton Brown, Editor of the " Encydo* 

pedia 0/ Religious Knowledge." 

** Several years ago, I was led to examine the subject 
of the Deaconship with special care, and regretted that 
there was nothing in the shape of a treatise upon it at all 
satisfactory. I then embodied my inquiries in the form 
of a sermon, and delivered it on two occasions, by request, 
at the ordination of Deacons. The sermon was so much 
approved as to be solicited for tne press ; but I never put>- 
lished it. I mention the fact to show you the preparation 
of my mind for examining with care the work of Dr. 
Howell; and I rejoice to say that I found the subject 
treated by him so perfectly to my satisfaction, that I shall 
never be tempted again to give my discourse to the p>ress. 
I fervently bless the Head of the Church for directing Dr. 
Howell's attention to the subject. I thank him, and I thank 
the American Baptist Publication Society, for a work on 
the office of Deacons, which I trust is destined to form an 
era in our churches, of clear, definite, settled, scriptural 
views and practice. How really astonishing it is to a re* 
iiectmg mind, that while so many hundreds of volumes 
have been written on the Pastoral office, and with such excel- 
lent effect, we have had absolutely nothing before, woithy 
to be called a treatise on the ofiice of Deacon — though 
the latter is of equally Divine Institution and Authority— 
and scarcely inferior in importance, all things considered| 
to the well-being and efficiency of a church of Christ* 
Sach a work is truly an augurv of better times." 
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No. 9* 

BEMEMBEB! 

BY JOHN Bxn<nrAN. 

1. Remember that God sees thee, and has his eyes 
open upon thee, even then when sin and temptation is 
lying at thee to give it some entertainment 

2. Remember that God's wrath bnms against sin, 
and that he will surely be revenged on it, and on all 
that giye it entertainment. This made Job afraid to 
countenance it Job xxxi. 23. 

8. Remember the mischiefs that sin has done to 
those that haye embraced it, and what distress it has 
brought upon others. This made the whole congre- 
gation of Israel tremble, to think that any of their 
brethren should give countenance to it Joshua xxii. 
16—18. 

4. Remember what Christ hath suffered by it, that 
he might deliver us fh>m the power of it. This made 
Paul so heartily to depart from it, and wish all Chris- 
tians to do so, as well as he. 2 Cor. y. 14, 15. 

6. Remember that those that are now in hell-fire, 
went thither because they loyed iniquity, and would 
not depart from it Ps. ix. 17 ; zi. 6 ; Mark ix. 43-48. 

6. Remember that a profession is not worth a pin, 
if they that make it do not depart from iniquity. 
Jam. ii. 16, 17 ; 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

7. Remember that thy death-bed will be yery un- 
easy to thee, if thy conscience at that day shall be 
clogged with the guilt of thy iniquity. Hosea vii. 13, 14. | 

8. Remember that at the Judgment day, Christ 
will say to those, " Depart from me," that hare not 
here departed from their sin and iniquity. Luke -gjii. 
27 ; Matt xxy. 41. 

9. Remember well, and think much upon what a 
blessed reward the Son of God will give unto them at 
that day, that haye joined to their profession of faith 
ill him, a holy and blessed conversation. Matt xxv. 21. 
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